February 17, 2026
Honorable Members of the Legislature:

Washington’s young learners need your support to be ready for Kindergarten. We’re writing
to ask you to maintain funding for Transition to Kindergarten (TTK).

As school districts, educators, and public school families across the state, we know the
importance of a strong start to school. TTK fills a unique need that gives four and five year-
olds a readiness boost that ensures a successful, strong start as they enter

into Kindergarten.

TTK is in high demand: Virtually
all of last year’s 7,800 statewide
slots for TTK students are filled.
Families have determined TTK is
what they want for their children
and have shared their
satisfaction with the program,
which provides learning and
supports unavailable in other
non-TTK programs.
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An OSPI study in 2022 found that:

e Students who were kindergarten-ready in literacy and math were more than 1.5
times as likely to meet proficiency standards on ELA and math assessments in
3rd grade.

e Students who participate in TTK show longer term impacts with positive student
performance as they progress through the public school careers.

e 64.5% of students who participated in TTK were kindergarten-ready in all six
domains vs. 54.5% of those who didn’t participate in TTK.

TTK classrooms are taught by certificated teachers who use age-appropriate curricula and
adhere to state learning standards. OSP| data has demonstrated the efficacy of the TTK
program.


https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/transitional-kindergarten-data-handout-web.pdf

Last session, the legislature capped the number of students who could

receive TTK options, limiting the number of districts able to operate TTK classrooms. Given
its efficacy and popularity, we ask that you reject the Governor’s proposed 25%

reduction to TTK slots. By maintaining or improving funding for this program, the legislature
can close equity gaps and ensure a bright future for all students.

Thank you for your leadership in ensuring Washington’s children can succeed and thrive.

Sincerely,
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