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Improving Equitable Identification and Access for Highly Capable Students 

2023-24 Legislative Priority 

WSPTA recognizes that despite significant legislative and executive policy groundwork, demographic data 

shows that highly capable (HiCap) services still are not reaching all Washington state students equitably. 

Background     

• Despite bills passed in 2017(1) and 2018(2) that “prioritize equitable identification of low-income students,” 

Washington hasn’t made any progress applying an equity lens to broadly offering highly capable programs. 

In fact, the number of low-income students enrolled in highly capable programs has gone down.”(3) 

• Gifted children in poverty and from minority groups are 2.5 times less likely to be identified for, and in, 

gifted and talented programs in schools.(4)  

 

 

Source: OSPI Report to the Legislature, 2018(5) (2015 data(6) for comparison, 2015 ELL data unavailable) 

• Many districts create barriers to accessing HiCap services by: 

o Requiring a parent or teacher to refer a student in order for them to be screened for HiCap services. 

Students who are low-income; Black, Indigenous, and People of Color; multilanguage learners; and 

female continue to be referred for HiCap screening significantly less often than other groups. Most 

students are never considered.  

o Scheduling testing after school, during the weekend, and/or at an unfamiliar or distant location is a 

barrier for many families, including those with alternative work schedules or limited transportation. 

o Continuing to use subjective criteria, single pathway options, and/or allow single criteria to disqualify 

students from identification.  

(please continue to next page) 

• Districts using OSPI recommended practices such as universal screening are improving equitable 

representation of vulnerable student groups in their HiCap programs.(10)  

OSPI’s current reports of state level demographic 
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• Identifying low-income students with high potential early closes the opportunity gap:(7)(8)(9)(10) 

o Students with high potential who do not receive the services they need often underachieve, develop 

behavior challenges, and even disengage from school entirely.(11)  

o Students with high potential who are not appropriately challenged do not get the opportunity to 

develop the study skills, self-discipline, persistence, and strong work ethic that other students are 

developing during their school experience.(12) 

• Data for highly capable students do not facilitate analysis of policy impact, community accountability, or 

identifying clear opportunities for improvement. 

Proposed Solutions 

Washington State PTA shall initiate and/or support legislation or policies that:  

• Achieve equity for traditionally under-represented and under-served student populations through universal 

screening and access to high quality Highly Capable (HiCap) services. 

• Require OSPI to publish HiCap demographic data by district. 

• Ensure educators and staff serving HiCap students receive effective professional development in the 

academic, social, and emotional needs of HiCap students. 
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