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We, the undersigned, urge you to appropriate $15 million (previously linked in the proposed
House operating budget to E2SHB 1479) for professional development, technical assistance,
and data collection targeting classrooms, educational programs, and districts, to provide proven
techniques and strategies that improve school climate and reduce crisis-based student

behavior.

Funds will implement systems to prevent crises in classrooms and build targeted capacity
across educational program staff, schools, and districts for student supports, in accordance with
the legislatively mandated Crisis Response Workgroup Report. This funding will allow schools to
begin to put in place the report’s evidence-based recommendations and proven strategies to
address challenging behaviors and improve the learning environment for all students.

Throughout the session, during E2SHB 1479-related discussions, we consistently heard
testimony that educational programs, school personnel, and our most traumatized students
need these targeted supports. This investment will support adults in the building so they can
implement needed systems with practices that prevent, mitigate, and de-escalate crisis-based
student behaviors and strengthen relational safety for all students.
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