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2020 WSPTA LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES: A LOOK BACK

Top 5:

•Social emotional learning

•School construction & simple majority for 
bonds

•Preventing gun violence

•Strategies to address the teacher 
shortage

•Strategic investments in K-12 funding to 
close gaps

Also Supported:

•Best practices for school meals – Lunch

•Best practices for school recess

•Engaging families in student success

•Fund paraeducator funding

•Increase access to high-quality preschool

•Raise the age to 21 for tobacco and 
electronic nicotine delivery devices 

•Safe school plans and emergency 
preparedness



SUCCESSES IN 
2020 – ALSO 

CLICK HERE

•Social emotional learning model policy and procedures.

•Background checks for firearms, ERPO, restrictions on 
weapons in daycares, statewide Office of Firearm Violence 
Prevention in Department of Commerce.

•Creation of a Family Engagement Framework Work Group 
– WSPTA member Cherry Holmes.

•School counselor funding added, but … vetoed with an eye 
to dip in revenues.

•Paraeducator training funded for two extra days, but … 
vetoed. 

•$13.2 million for seismic stability for six school districts.

•Youth suicide prevention ID cards.

•And much more

https://www.wastatepta.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/WSPTA-2020-Legislative-Session-Report-Card-FINAL.pdf


2021 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
Top 5:

1. Increase access to nursing, mental health and social emotional learning staff

2. Support students and preserve education funding

3. Increasing educational equity by closing the digital divide

4. Supports and funding for students with disabilities and their families

5. Prevent and reduce gun violence and suicide

Also supported:

•Equitable access for highly capable students

•Mitigating the adverse impacts of climate change

•Safe school plans and emergency preparedness



FIND INFORMATION 
ON THESE 
PRIORITIES HERE

https://www.wastatepta.org/focus-areas/advocacy/




LOOKING TO THE 2021 SESSION
•Odd years are “long” sessions – 105 days

• Start January 11, 2021
• Regular session ends April 25, 2021

•Main business is to adopt two-year spending plans
• Operating | Capital | Transportation
• Governor’s budget out mid-December
• Revenue forecast March 2021

•Legislation effect date 90 days after session end 
unless noted otherwise

•Budgets signed (usually) mid-May 2021



Election results:
 Governor Jay Inslee re-elected for 3rd term
 Chris Reykdal returned for another four years at OSPI
 No net gain in either Senate or House

House Democrats (57-41 majority)
Senate Democrats (28-21 majority)
No changes in education or budget leadership

New Senate Republican Leader

New Faces
• Seven new House Republicans
• Nine new House Democrats
• Four new Senate Republicans
• One new Senate Democrat

LEGISLATIVE 
CHANGES ARE 
MINIMAL



FRAMING THE 2021 SESSION

•Both chambers are going “virtual”
• Committee meetings 
• Meetings with legislators
• Limited people on the floor for action

•Limited number of bills and topics
• Lawmakers saying only 25% of normal (usually 300 total)
• COVID-relief/urgently needed for 2021
• Will it result in revenue/help with economic recovery/leverage federal dollars?
• How will it advance racial equity and/or anti-racism?
• Does it address the global climate crisis? (House)

•Add to that, still a projected budget shortfall







Information from Dave Johnson, House 
Appropriations Committee Staff, work session 
November 30, 2020



What’s In and Out of the Basic Ed Box?
IN:
• Prototypical School Funding Model (based on 

student FTE) - $19.2B
• Special Education - $2.95B
• Transportation (based on ridership (mainly) -

$1.23B
• Compensation adjustments (regionalization, 

experience) - $1.1B
• Learning Assistance Program - $889.6M
• Bilingual Instruction - $412M
• Charter schools - $99.8M
• Highly Capable Program - $62M
• Institutional Education - $32.3M
Total - $26.021 Billion FY2019-21

OUT:
• Local Effort Assistance/levy equalization - $755M
• Education Reform - $271.6M
• Education agencies - $81.5M
• Grants/Pass-Through - $71.1M
• Other+ - approx. $102M
• Total: $1.28 Billion FY2019-21



BIGGEST CHALLENGES?
Local Effort Assistance – unprotected, equalizes property tax 
in counties with lower property values.

Transportation – primarily based on ridership.

Declines in enrollment – fewer students = less 
apportionment.

Costs to run or reopen schools in a pandemic (e.g., 
connectivity, training, PPE, sanitizing, substitutes, add’l staff)



PREPARING FOR 
SESSION

Sign up Sign up: Sign up for Alerts, Participate in the Focus on 
Advocacy Week, Send emails to legislators

Know Know: Know who your legislators are (and who their 
legislative assistants are)

Connect Connect: Let us know if you are available to testify, what 
days, what issues.

Identify Identify: Identify issues that personally move you!

Learn Learn: Learn more about the issues, read the one-pagers 
and watch the videos.

Read Read: Read the adopted WSPTA platform (Advocacy 
page)



Advocacy Starts with YOU!



WHERE 
TO FIND 
WSPTA
INFORM-
ATION

WSPTA Focus on Advocacy webpage | Found on the WSPTA Events Page

https://www.wastatepta.org/events-programs/focus-on-advocacy/


Connect with your legislator



TIPS FOR THE 
2021 SESSION

Email is the best way to reach legislators 
during session.
 KISS principle
One subject per email
Be respectful
Ask for a response

Agree to testify for Washington State PTA
Send an email to 

PTAadvocacydir@wastatepta.org with your 
name, city, interests or expertise

Sign up for your legislators’ e-newsletters

Attend District Tele-Town Halls

Build your pitch in advance



FOR 2021, ASK YOURSELF …
… similar questions that legislators are asking of 
themselves:

What is the urgency of this issue? Does it need to be 
addressed in the 2021 session?

How will it advance racial equity?

How is it tied to COVID or current issues facing our 
students?

Does it cost money in the 2021-23 budget or will it 
leverage federal funds? Is it a one-time funding or ongoing 
request? Does it support economic recovery?

And …

How does Parent and Student Voice advance the issue or 
priority?



Good example of an email to a legislator, requesting a meeting, sharing the WSPTA position.



Example of a follow-up letter and tying back to WSPTA legislative platform



FOCUS ON ADVOCACY –
WEEK OF JANUARY 18

Daily Topics

January 18 – Focus on anti-racism

January 19 – Focus on equity

January 20 – Focus on mental health and wellness

January 21 – Focus on preserving and flexing funding

January 22 – Focus on safety and emergency preparedness
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