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WSPTA Resolution 

2.17 Child Sex Trafficking  
 Resolution passed 2016 

Whereas, children are potential victims of both commercial and sexual abuse by traffickers due to lack 
of education, gender disparity, inequality, violence, corruption, poverty, lack of employment 
opportunities, demand for cheap labor and services and an expanding globalized sex industry; and 

Whereas, UNICEF estimates that globally, 1.2 million children are trafficked each year within countries, 
as well as across borders including the United States; and 

Whereas, at least 200,000 or more children may be victims of domestic trafficking within the United 
States, leaving no state is immune from trafficking; and 

Whereas, the majority of child trafficking cases go unreported due to the highly clandestine nature of 
the crime; policies and practices encouraging civil participation and cooperation in the prosecution of 
traffickers must be developed and enforced; and 

Whereas, it is also important that police, prosecutors and courts punish traffickers within a system that 
is quick and respects and safeguards the rights of the victims to privacy, dignity, and safety; and 

Whereas, the Federal Trafficking Victims Protection Act and existing state anti-trafficking statutes need 
improvement to fully protect and support the child victims of trafficking, and approximately 25% of 
states have no anti-trafficking laws at all. 

 Therefore, be it 

Resolved, that Washington State PTA support the adoption and enforcement of laws that will deter the 
recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of children for the purpose of exploitation; 
and be it further 

Resolved, that Washington State PTA advocate for the protection of rights of victims and support efforts 
to provide measures for the physical, psychological, and social recovery of victims of child trafficking; 
and be it further 

Resolved, that Washington State PTA encourages and call for members, policymakers in government, 
inter-governmental bodies and non-governmental, school, and community organizations to raise 
awareness and to address those conditions and situations that contribute to child trafficking. 
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