2019 Legislative Priority

Prevent Gun Violence
WSPTA recognizes the essential need for children to be safe at home and at school. Gun violence, and the
potential for it, represents a threat to the mental and physical well-being and safety of children and youth in
Washington.

Background
•

In Washington, firearms are the second cause of fatal injury and are
involved in about 20% of all youth deaths annually.1,2

•

There were seven school shootings from 1994-2017 in Washington,
resulting in 10 deaths and more wounded.3

•

In 2015-16, OSPI tallied 130 firearm incidents in our schools and
school transportation.4

•

Suicides account for 77% of all firearm
deaths5 and the youth suicide rate is
significant in many areas of the state.6

•

Adolescents with access to firearms are
2.6 times as likely to die by suicide as
adolescents without access.7

•

Studies of dangerous access prevention
laws show they “substantially reduce
gun injuries among children and adults”8
and “… reduce all firearm self-injuries
(including suicide) among young
people… [and] unintentional firearm
injuries and deaths among children.”9

Proposed Solutions

The Washington State PTA advocates for the implementation of the policies Washington voters approved in
I-1639 that reduce dangerous access to firearms by:
• Prohibiting sales of semi-automatic rifles to <21 and creating a 10-day waiting period;
• Raising standards for semi-automatic rifle purchase to that for handguns;
• Incentivizing safe storage of all firearms;
• Ensuring continued eligibility for ownership of semi-automatic rifles.
The Washington State PTA also supports legislation that:
• Permits and encourages destruction of crime guns by the Washington State Patrol and other agencies;
• Prohibits the arming of school staff.
The Washington State PTA affirms the policies outlined in the National PTA positions statements on Gun
Safety and Violence Prevention and Firearms.
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*For more information on the WSPTA advocacy program, please visit our website (www.wastatepta.org)
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