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2021-2022 Legislative Priority Supplement  
Youth Safety Tip Reporting System 
 

WSPTA recognizes the need for implementing a 24/7 statewide Youth Safety Tip Reporting System to allow 
students to confidentially report safety concerns about themselves or others. Each safety concern would 
receive individual follow up to ensure the student receives the urgent help they need. 

Background 

• Suicide is the second-leading cause of death in youth.2 
• 70% of those who commit suicide tell someone.3 
• When youth tell someone, it is often a friend or a sibling, not an adult. 
• COVID-19 has caused increased anxiety, depression, and isolation in our youth. COVID-19 has caused 

increased thoughts of suicide and self-harm in ages 11-24.4 
• Top reasons why youth report safety concerns are due to suicidal ideation, bullying and drug use.5 
• In Oregon, over 30% of safety tips received are urgent or critical in nature.6 
• Department of Justice, Department of Homeland Security, Department of Education and Department of 

Health and Human Services published a 2018 school safety report recommending the implementation of 
an anonymous reporting system.7 

(please continue to next page)  

For More Information  
Lizzy Sebring, WSPTA Advocacy Director                  Marie Sullivan, WSPTA Legislative Consultant 
ptaadvocacydir@wastatepta.org                               legconsultant@wastatepta.org  

For more information on the WSPTA advocacy program, please visit our website (www.wastatepta.org). 

UPDATE:  
Washington State PTA is pleased to share that a statewide, 24/7 Youth Safety Tip Reporting System was 
funded at $2.4M at the end of the 2021 legislative session. The effort to implement the YES youth tip line 
and associated phone application has already begun within the Office of the Attorney General. This tool 
will: 

• Be a program for receiving and responding to tips regarding risks or potential risks to the safety 
and well-being of youth, 

• Provide timely assistance to youth, 
• Offer connection through multiple platforms, including a phone line, texting function, phone app, 

and website, 
• Allow youth to share safety concerns about themselves or others, 
• Prevent tragedies and violence, and 
• Be trauma-informed, anti-racist and informed by youth voice1. 

The rollout is slated for Fall of 2022. It will be incumbent upon each school district to onboard to this 
platform and PTA members should advocate to their school boards for transparent processes and 
communications on the implementation plans. 
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• Twenty states have already implemented a statewide youth safety tip system.8 
• The 988 national suicide hotline does not have a digital platform that meets the unique needs of our 

youth.9 
• Tip reporting systems have been proven to save lives.10 

Proposed Solution 

Washington State PTA shall support the implementation of a confidential 
statewide youth safety tip reporting system aimed at serving youth <24 years 
of age.  Students shall be able to submit a safety tip using a phone app, by 
text, using a web page or by calling. Each tip is triaged by a live person 24/7, 
and then routed as appropriate to school administrators, law enforcement, to 
a multi-disciplinary team of mental health professionals, or the Department 
of Children, Youth and Families for individual follow up. 
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