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Alcohol and Drugs

TV PROGRAMMING AND ADVERTISING PROMOTING ALCOHOL USE 1.7
Resolution, 1984

Whereas, Alcohol has been identified as the number one abused drug in the nation;

Whereas, Alcohol is linked to an alarming number of traffic deaths, lowered student
achievement, child abuse and many social and health problems; and,

Whereas, Alcoholism is recognized as a disease affecting millions of people; and,

Whereas, The television industry, through programming and advertising, enhances and
encourages alcohol use/abuse; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA urge the National PTA to support/initiate efforts
to eliminate advertising of alcoholic beverages on television; and be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA urge the National PTA to support efforts toward
passage of legislation prohibiting such advertising.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND ITS PREVENTION 1.8
Resolution, 1990

Whereas, The first and third objects of the National PTA and Washington State PTA are to
“promote the welfare of children and youth in home, school, community and place of worship” and
“to secure adequate laws for the care and protection of children and youth”; and,

Whereas, The concept of health as physical, mental, emotional, and social well-being is vital
to the welfare of the individual citizen, the community, and the nation; and,

Whereas, Every child should have an education that develops safe living habits and
attitudes, and should have an environment free from avoidable physical hazards; and,

Whereas, Substance abuse is a problem cutting across all segments of society, impacting
all aspects of the educational and family environment in society; and,

Whereas, The Washington State PTA recognizes that substance abuse will continue to be a
significant threat to the well-being of children and youth; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA initiate/support legislation to increase funding for
K-12 drug (prescription, non-prescription, look-alike, and illegal), alcohol, and tobacco education
programs; staff/counselor training for early identification, intervention, and follow-up; stronger state
and local enforcement of current laws; establish stronger, consistent penalties and deterrents for
violators; and promote public awareness programs; and, be it further



Resolved, That the Washington State PTA support programs and projects that offer positive
alternative activities to drug use and abuse for children and youth; and be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA continue to work in cooperative relationships with
other child welfare organizations, education support organizations, and the general public to further
substance abuse prevention and education.

FURNISHING ALCOHOL TO MINORS 1.9
Resolution, 1990
Amended, 2007

Whereas, Two of the purposes of the Washington State PTA are to “promote the welfare of
children and youth in home, school, and community...” and to “secure adequate laws for the care
and protection of children and youth”; and,

Whereas, The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction reports that an estimated
51,000 Washington students (over 13%) in grades 6-12 can be considered heavy drinkers, and
51% of the Washington students surveyed had tried alcohol by 6™ grade; and,

Whereas, Washington law states that “it is unlawful for any person to sell, give, or otherwise
supply liquor to any person under the age of twenty-one years or permit any person under that age
to consume liquor on his or her premises or on any premises under his or her control”; and,

Whereas, Liquor Control Board enforcement officers and law enforcement officers
encounter regular violations of RCW66.44.270 where adults purchase, provide, serve, or allow
alcohol for minors; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA encourage its units and councils to inform and
educate the membership about ways to cooperate with the Liquor Control Board and law
enforcement agencies in reporting “furnishing liquor to minors” violations.

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA will work with local units, councils, regions, state
agencies, associations and education officials to develop and implement a program that deals with
the use of alcohol by students, with consequences that are applied to all students, throughout the
state, regardless of community, socio-economics of the student and/or parents, or the impact to the
school, school sponsored teams or school sponsored activities, and be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA will help local units, councils and regions in
developing and implementing programs around the issue of under-age drinking, educating parents
on the impact that alcohol abuse has on the life-long health, safety and well-being of their children.



CHILD SAFETY AND PROTECTION

SAFE TRAVEL 2.1
Resolution, 1980

Whereas, We at Washington State PTA believe that all children should have the opportunity
to travel safely to and from school; and,

Whereas, The pattern of development in urban areas has led to increased arterial traffic
near schools, thereby endangering the children traveling to and from school; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA urge its local units, councils, and service areas to
work actively with their local government involved in the platting, planning, zoning and housing and
business developments, and the locating of schools which will ensure safe routes to and from
school areas; and be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA urge its local units, councils and regions to work
toward corrections of all present dangerous travel conditions.

CHILD IDENTIFICATION PROGRAMS 2.2
Resolution, 1984

Whereas, The first objects of the National PTA and the Washington State PTA state: “To
promote the welfare of children and youth in home, school, community and place of worship; and,

Whereas, The increasing number of missing children is an unfortunate but real problem in
our society; and,

Whereas, Vital, current information may be helpful in finding/identifying a missing child; and,

Whereas, Parents may have incomplete or outdated records of their child’s vital statistics
and other necessary identifying information; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA encourage local units and councils to promote
child identification programs to include but not be limited to: up-to-date child information sheets,
current photos, and other pertinent information.

SEXUALLY EXPLICIT PHONE SERVICES 2.7
Resolution, 1988

Whereas, One of the purposes of the Washington State PTA is to promote the welfare of
children in the home, school, community and place or worship; and,



Whereas, Another purpose is to develop between educators and the general public such
united efforts as will secure for all children and youth the highest advantages in physical, mental,
social and spiritual education; and,

Whereas, The availability of 1-976 telephone numbers can and do provide explicit sexual
and pornographic messages; and,

Whereas, The average American home has more than one telephone, making it impossible
for parents to monitor all phone calls; and,

Whereas, Limiting the service provides protection for all children and youth; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA will endorse the National PTA’s support of the
Telephone Decency Act; and, be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA will support legislation limiting the availability of
any pornographic telephone service, whatever the number, to those who subscribe to it.

BICYCLE HELMET SAFETY EDUCATION 2.8
Resolution, 1990

Whereas, One object of the Washington State PTA is to “promote the welfare of children
and youth in the home, school community and place of worship; and,

Whereas, Bicycle crashes are a major cause of death and disability to children between the
ages of 5 and 14 years of age; and,

Whereas, Seventy-five percent (75%) of all bicyclists’ deaths each year are from head
injuries incurred in bicycle accidents; and,

Whereas, Many bicyclists are permanently impaired as the result of head injuries sustained
in bicycle accidents; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA actively encourages and promotes the wearing
of ANSI or SNELL approved helmets by all bicycle riders; and be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA encourages its local units and councils to use
educational program materials that promote bicycle safety.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 2.9
Resolution, 1992

Whereas, Two of the objects of the Washington State PTA are “to promote the welfare of
children and youth in home, school, community and place of worship,” and “to secure adequate
laws for the care and protection of children and youth”; and,



Whereas, Numerous public school districts throughout Washington State lack adequate
preparation for emergency conditions known to arise including volcanic activity, flooding, fire, civil
disorder, and inclement weather, exposing children and youth to grave hazard; and,

Whereas, Emergency conditions may affect children and youth at home, school, community
and place of worship; and,

Whereas, Large segments of the public remain uninformed about coping with emergency
conditions. Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA shall encourage local units and councils to
promote public awareness about emergency preparedness; and be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA shall promote and encourage cooperation
between all public schools and emergency management authorities in the development and
implementation of comprehensive emergency preparedness plans; and be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA shall initiate/support legislation providing
adequate funding for the development and implementation of comprehensive emergency
preparedness plans in all public schools; and be it further

Resolved, That legislation should provide specific minimum standards for comprehensive
emergency preparedness plans, and means for verifying compliance with minimum standards at all
public schools.

PROMOTING THE SAFETY AND WELL-BEING OF CHILDREN THROUGH DECREASED
EXPOSURE TO VIOLENCE 2.11
Resolution, 1994

Whereas, The Washington State PTA is an organization that promotes safety and welfare
for all children and works to secure adequate laws for the protection of youth; and,

Whereas, Violent acts committed against and by youth are on the rise in Washington State
and across our nation, both in our communities and in our schools; and,

Whereas, There is increasing gang activity in all communities in Washington State; and,

Whereas, Statistics prove that an increase in gang activity equates to an increase in
violence; and,

Whereas, Children and youth are influenced by the violence they see and hear on television
and other media; and,

Whereas, The safety and well-being of our children in their own homes and schools is
compromised by incidents of violence; and,



Whereas, The safety and well-being of our children is jeopardized by the prevalence and
accessibility of dangerous weapons; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA will actively support legislation and other
activities/efforts that aim to reduce or eliminate violence by or against youth and to ensure the
safety of schools, neighborhoods, and communities; and, be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA will actively support implementation and
continuation of gang and violence intervention and prevention programs; and, be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA will assist its members in promoting media
literacy and responsible supervision of children’s access to television and the media; and, be it
further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA encourage its units and councils to work within
their local communities to address these and many other forms of violence and the causes thereof
which threaten our children.

YOUTH SUICIDE PREVENTION 2.13
Resolution, 2005 (Replaced 2.4 and 2.5)

Whereas, The first object of the PTA is “to promote the welfare of children and youth in
home, school, community and place or worship”; and,

Whereas, Teen-age suicide has more than tripled in the past twenty years; and,

Whereas, As of 2000, suicide ranks as the 3" leading cause of death for young people
nationally, and for those ages 15-19, suicide is the 2" leading cause of death; and

Whereas, It is commonly recognized that today’s youth experience stress and pressures
that lead to inappropriate problem solving alternatives; and,

Whereas, The National Centers for Disease Control 2002 report that the fastest growing age
group attempting suicide are children between the ages of 10 and 14; and,

Whereas, Detection of the warning signals of suicide can mean the difference between life
and death; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA encourage the Washington State Office of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction to emphasize the importance of knowing the warning signs of
suicide among youth with our Washington State educators.

Resolved, That the National PTA through its states, districts/regions, councils and local
units, support programs and projects which educate and inform teachers and support staff,
parents, students and the general public about youth suicide prevention including awareness of the
warning signs of suicide among youth; and which provide support services for survivors of a
suicide attempt and for families who have lost someone to suicide; and be it further



Resolved, That the National PTA and its constituent bodies support creation and funding for
suicide prevention and intervention programs, including 24-hour suicide hot lines.

IN SUPPORT OF PARENTS 2.14
Resolution, 2007

Whereas, Child abuse/neglect is a serious problem for many children and their families in
Washington State; it is a problem that impacts every member of our community either directly or
indirectly; and,

Whereas, The Washington State PTA is concerned about the health, safety and welfare of
all children; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA will assist local units, councils and regions
statewide in creating, acquiring and implementing parenting education programs that provide
families with information, resources and skills needed to cope with the ever-changing demands on
children and their families; and be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA will partner with local agencies and the

legislature to advocate for the necessary services and the required funding and resources needed
to support and educate families on the issues of child abuse/neglect and work-life balance.

COOPERATIVE ROLE OF PARENTS AND EDUCATIONAL PROFESSIONALS

EXCELLENCE IN OUR EDUCATION SYSTEM 4.3
Resolution, 1983

Whereas, The objects of the Washington State PTA say: “To promote the welfare of children
and youth in home, school, community, and place of worship”... and "To develop between
education and the general public such united efforts as will secure for all children and youth the
highest advantages in physical, mental, social and spiritual education”; and,

Whereas, Schools in Washington State face limited budgets and declining enroliments,
causing them to make difficult decisions about cuts in educational programs and staff; and,

Whereas, The education of children and youth in our schools is dependent upon the
excellence of the educators working with the children; and,

Whereas, The Washington State PTA has a responsibility to the children of Washington
State to work within the educational community to ensure that the professionals working in our
schools are the best qualified and most able educators; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA work together with other members of the

education community to recommend improvements for evaluative procedures and/or changes in
policies, where needed, that will enable the schools to encourage and reward those educators who
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upgrade their skills and work effectively in the schools and to provide counseling for those who
need to become more skilled or those who need to consider other employment; and be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA encourage local units and councils to provide
information to members of their school communities on procedures for expressing concerns about
staff members.

NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT RIGHTS TO SCHOOL RECORDS 4.5
Resolution, 1986

Whereas, One purpose of the Washington State PTA is “To bring into closer relation the
home and schools, that parents and teachers may cooperate intelligently in the education of
children and youth;” and,

Whereas, Washington State law allows access to school records by both parents, with
certain restrictions imposed by the courts; and,

Whereas, Many non-custodial parents have not been informed of this fact; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA ask the Washington State Board of Education to
encourage school districts to promote understanding of non-custodial parents’ rights to their child’s
school records and information; and be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA urge National PTA'’s support and encouragement
to other state PTA organizations to support non-custodial parents’ rights to school records.

PUBLIC SCHOOL DROPOUT PREVENTION/RETRIEVAL 4.7
Resolution, 1988
Amended, 2007

Whereas, The Washington State PTA has a purpose “To develop between education and
the general public such united efforts as will secure for all children and youth the highest
advantages in physical, mental, social and spiritual education;

Whereas, Approximately 30 percent of Washington State’s ninth graders do not finish high
school on schedule;

Whereas, Dropping out of school is one of the strongest predictors of future dependency;

Whereas, Receiving a high school diploma is a vital connection to society and the economy,
and it is a required credential for most jobs in America; and,

Whereas, Obstacles to successful dropout prevention/retrieval programs include budget
constraints, overcrowded schools and classes, difficulties in the home, poor academic preparation,
lack of coordination between schools and social services and the negative image that
accompanies dropout programs; therefore be it
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Resolved, That the Washington State PTA work together with other members of the
education community and social services to demonstrate a commitment to effective dropout
prevention; and be it further

Resolved, That local units and councils be encouraged to work for and promote effective
strategies to keep students in school such as, early referral, assessment and intervention with at-
risk youth; techniques and incentives to increase motivation and achievement among at-risk youth;
parent and social service involvement in planning and services; programs which improve academic
performance; options to assure an appropriate learning environment; programs which help
students and adults make connections, providing students with a community of support; programs
which link schooling and the realities of work and employment skills; programs which emphasize
goal setting and decision making as a key to future options.

PARENT AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION 4.12
Resolution, 1994
Revised 5/05 incorporating Board Positions 4.10 and 4.11

Whereas, The National PTA and the Washington State PTA are among the largest
organizations dedicated to advocating for all children and working to secure the highest
advantages in education for all children and youth; and,

Whereas, It is recognized that parents are the first and primary teachers of their children;
and,

Whereas, It is known that students whose parents/guardians are involved in their
educational experiences demonstrate higher academic achievement levels; and,

Whereas, Within the community as a whole, parents/guardians remain in the numerical
minority and must enlist others in the drive toward better educational experiences for all children;
and,

Whereas, The United States must move toward higher achievement by all students in order
to remain competitive in the world market; therefore, be it

Resolved, The Washington State PTA shall encourage parental involvement, an essential
part of the PTA mission, by promoting an environment in which parents are valued as the primary
influence in their children’s lives and essential partners in their children’s education and
development; and be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA encourage the business community to form
partnerships with schools and support employees in their quest to become involved in schools;
and, be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA work with educational leaders to develop

partnerships between educators and parents/guardians and encourage open, honest dialogue to
help parents/guardians feel connected with their child’s school.
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CULTURAL ARTS

ARTS EDUCATION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND WASHINGTON STATE 5.3
Resolution, 2005 (Combined Resolution 5.1 and 5.2)

Whereas, One of the purposes of PTA is to develop between educators and the general
public such united efforts as will secure for all children and youth the highest advantages in
physical, mental, social and spiritual education; and,

Whereas, The National PTA recognizes the arts are an essential part of basic education for
the purpose of development of intellectual, physical, emotional and aesthetic growth of children
(1979 Arts in Education Resolution); and,

Whereas, The arts are found in schools today in varying stages of acceptance and differing
programs of instruction; and,

Whereas, Parents and teachers are concerned about the nourishment of their children’s
creativity, imagination, and cultural heritage; and,

Whereas, Children need the arts to develop their creative talents and discover their artistic,
creative, and esthetic judgment; and,

Whereas, Their skills can be used to help develop children’s self-esteem and self-image,
understand human civilization, broaden their understanding for work ethics, visual and aural
images, and human values; and,

Whereas, Education should respond to the needs of all types of intelligence in children to
help them become responsible and productive citizens. Therefore, be it

Resolved, That Washington State PTA, local units, and councils continue to be strong
advocates for improved arts education programs, encouraging school districts, educators and
other interested sources to integrate the arts in their school curriculums, programs and activities,
as essential elements of a child’s basic education; and, be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA will help develop public awareness of the need
for the arts education in our public schools.
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

JUVENILE DIABETES 11.1
Resolution, 1974

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA be aware of the severity of the problem and the
critical need for research of juvenile diabetes.

COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL HEALTH EDUCATION 11.4
Resolution, 1979
Revised, 2007

Whereas, The State PTA actively supports the concept of Comprehensive School Health
Education programs;

Whereas, The school health education program has been fragmented into separate
programs in such areas as drug and alcohol education, social skills such as refusal skills, dental
health, nutrition, environmental health, sexual health and parenting/family life skills education;

Whereas, Limitations of time due to the already overcrowded school program does not
permit separate courses for each of the health topics; and,

Whereas, A planned unified program of health instruction with clearly defined objectives,
and identifiable scope and sequence, is necessary for a total approach to one’s health education
program; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA supports the development of a comprehensive
school health education program; and be it further

Resolved, That parents cooperate with the community, their local school districts and State
Department of Health to develop such a program; and be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA will develop resources to assist local units in a
study of a comprehensive school health education program for the purpose of urging local school
districts to develop and adopt a comprehensive school health education program; and be it further

Resolved, That the local school districts and the State Department of Health be encouraged
by the membership of the Washington State PTA to establish comprehensive school health
education as a high priority and to provide funding from state and local levels for in-service and
pre-service education for teachers, update teaching materials, and other factors in strengthening
this school health instruction program.
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INDOOR AIR STANDARDS 11.11
Resolution, 1989

Whereas, Two of the purposes of Washington State PTA are to “secure adequate laws for
the care and protection of children and youth”, and to “develop between educators and the general
public such united efforts as will secure for all children and youth the highest advantages in
physical, mental, social, and spiritual education”; and,

Whereas, Improper indoor air quality/ventilation creates a build up of toxic chemicals and
gases which will result in hazardous health problems; and,

Whereas, Washington State is one of the 49 states that do not have specific minimum
standards for indoor air quality for schools; and,

Whereas, The standards in the Washington State law were intended for industrial areas not
offices; there are no separate standards and city and county building codes do not spell out
requirements for indoor air quality; and,

Whereas, The WAC 248-64-290 Ventilation: (1) All rooms used by students or staff shall be
kept reasonably free of all objectionable odor, excessive heat or condensation. (2) All sources
producing air contaminants of public health importance, shall be controlled by the provision and
maintenance of local mechanical exhaust ventilation systems as approved by the health officer is
an inadequate law; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the WSPTA initiate/support legislation in Washington State that would
provide specific minimum standards, in accordance with current guidelines set by the National
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), for indoor air quality/ventilation in all public
schools; and, be it further

Resolved, That legislation should include directives and funding for bringing non-complying
schools up to minimum standards; and, be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA will initiate/support legislation in Washington
State mandating immediate testing by EPA approved or certified contractors to determine precise
levels of indoor air contaminants in all educational facilities used by grades k-12; and, be it further

Resolved, That parents and teachers be notified of the nature, location and dates of testing
7 days prior to testing and be advised of the results within 14 days of completion of such tests;
and, be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA urge National PTA'’s support and encouragement
toward the development of an implementation of national air quality standards for public schools.
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HIV/AIDS EDUCATION 11.13
Resolution, 1993

Whereas, One of the objects of PTA is “to promote the welfare of children and youth in
home, school, community and place of worship”; and,

Whereas, In the last two years, the number of young adults, age 13-24, diagnosed with
AIDS in the U.S. has increased 77%, making children and youth one of the fastest growing groups
affected by HIV/AIDS; and,

Whereas, In Washington State, an estimated 1000 teenagers are HIV positive; and,

Whereas, 19% of the people with AIDS are between the ages of 20 and 29; with an
incubation period of 10-12 years, it can be assumed that many of these people were infected as
teens; and,

Whereas, There is no cure or hope for a cure in the near future, education remains our only
hope; and,

Whereas, The Washington State PTA Omnibus Bill states that “teachers, administrators,
parents, and other community members be involved” in the development of the AIDS prevention
curricula/program; and,

Whereas, Current information, facts, and resources need to be continuously updated;
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA encourage all school districts after having
developed and adopted HIV/AIDS curriculum, to provide a yearly review of that curriculum; and be
it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA encourage school districts to include parents,
teachers, and PTAs in the ongoing review of their HIV/AIDS curriculum; and be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA encourage councils and local units to sponsor
workshops conducted by personnel with current training and experience in AIDS education, and to
disseminate up-to-date factual information regarding HIV to parents, students, and the community.

PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS 11.14
Resolution, 1993

Whereas, One of the objects of PTA is “to promote the welfare of children and youth in
home, school, community and place of worship”; and,

Whereas, In the past two years alone, the number of young adults, age 13-24, diagnosed

with AIDS in the U.S. has increased 77%, making children and youth one of the fastest growing
groups being affected by HIV/AIDS; and,
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Whereas, AIDS has become one of the leading causes of death for all children and youth;
and,

Whereas, Every county in Washington State has recorded at least one case of AIDS; and,

Whereas, HIV/AIDS is not transmitted through casual contact; therefore, be it

Resolved, That in the case of a child with HIV/AIDS, the child’s physician, parent(s) or
guardian(s), public health officials and appropriate school personnel should be responsible for
determining the most suitable placement for the student; and be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA oppose any social displays or other actions that
would seek to persecute, segregate, or ban from school, an HIV infected individual; and be it

further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA encourage its members to express compassion
and understanding to those living with HIV/AIDS.

TOBACCO SETTLEMENT MONEY 11.17
Resolution, 2000
Revised, 2005
Whereas, Tobacco use among youth is declining but still high; and,
Whereas, Smoking kills more than 400,000 Americans each year; and,
Whereas, Almost 90% of adults who have been regular smokers begin at or before 18; and,
Whereas, The National PTA endorses the concept of smoke free young America and
encourages all PTAs/PTSAs to cooperate in educational and promotional activities designed to

discourage students from smoking or using tobacco in any form; and

Whereas, Among young adults in the United States who have ever smoked daily, 82% tried
their first cigarette before age 18, and 53% became daily smokers before age 18; and,

Whereas, In 1988, the Economic Opportunity Institute reported that 5% of Washington 6"
grade students, 22% of 10" graders; and 29% of high school seniors smoke; and,

Whereas, The State of Washington has received money from the tobacco settlement;
therefore be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA continue to support the allocation of funds to

support health programs, (including prevention, intervention, and control of tobacco product use by
youth) and that these programs be focused on Washington’s youth.
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FOOD SAFETY 11.18
Resolution, 2000

Whereas, The food supply in the United States is among the safest in the world, and,

Whereas, Less than 2 per cent of all incoming produce is inspected, and some of the FDA'’s
import control activities have been determined to be inadequate by the General Accounting Office
of the U.S. Government; and,

Whereas, Recent news coverage has publicized a marked increase in reported outbreaks of
bacterial contaminated food and other situations of unsafe food; and,

Whereas, Appropriate food handling and cooking practices can limit the possibilities of
cross-contamination, and appropriate refrigeration can reduce the growth of pathogenic bacteria,
therefore, be it

Resolved. That the Washington State PTA strongly urge food service providers to promote
proper food handling and cooking guidelines and regulations; and, be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA strongly urge food service providers to carefully
monitor the handling and storage of all food products whether domestic or imported; and, be it
further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA support legislation and resources to enforce
stricter regulations and inspections for food.

SCHOOL NUTRITION 11.19
Resolution, 2007

Whereas, Nutrition has traditionally been a major concern of the Washington State PTA,

Whereas, All Washington State school districts were mandated by August, 2005 to develop
nutrition policies with regard to food served outside the federal breakfast and lunch programs;

Whereas, These nutrition policies are not standardized, but vary significantly from district to
district. Also, districts are in various phases of implementation; and,

Whereas, Even though meals served under the federal breakfast and lunch programs are
already highly regulated, there is still room for improvement in the quality of the food served in
these programs, therefore be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA encourage its units and councils to be engaged
in the ongoing policy-making processes at all levels with regard to school nutrition; and be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA encourage its units and councils to continue to

monitor the quality of meals served and other food available in schools (such as vending
machines, student stores, student fund-raising projects, and classroom snacks) in order to ensure
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the best nutrition for our state’s young people to develop good habits that will contribute to a
lifetime of good nutrition; and be it further

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA urge its units and councils to encourage
nutritional and palatable school meals by actively encouraging involvement of parents, teachers
and students with food service personnel in the decision-making process of meal planning; to
support nutrient-saving methods of purchasing and preparation of foods; to provide more products
with whole grains; to reduce the excessive use of sweeteners and starches; to reduce the use of
foods high in fat and salt; to eliminate known unhealthy or harmful methods of preservation and
additives in foods served or available.

MASS MEDIA

ALTERNATIVES FOR CHILDREN’'S ENTERTAINMENT 14.1
Board Position, 1980

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA encourage the creation and production of
alternatives for children’s (television) programs such as those suggested by Radio Renaissance for
Children, and that the Washington State PTA encourage the production of imaginative literature for
a wide audience of young people and to foster an appreciation of that literature.

TELEVISION PROGRAMMING 14.2
Resolution, 1984

Whereas, The television media occupies more than three hours per day in many children’s
lives;

Whereas, Many young viewers are in front of television sets during after school hours each
weekday; and,

Whereas, Professional educators and national studies have determined quality
programming to be essential; and,

Whereas, The decision for program topics and content is determined solely by the networks;
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Washington State PTA and the National PTA strongly urge the major

networks to provide a minimum of one hour of quality programming geared for school age children
each weekday between the hours of four and nine PM.
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INTERNET SAFETY 14.4
Resolution, 2007

Whereas, One of the purposes of the Washington State PTA is to promote the welfare of
children in the home, school, community and place of worship;

Whereas, another purpose is to develop between educators and the general public such
unite