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Pam’s Pearls: 
 
 Happy New Year! Here’s hoping your holiday was wonderful, 

and that the joy and love of the season continues all through the com-
ing year! 

 
 Though it seems it could hardly be possible already, now is 

the time to be looking at your next general membership meeting to 
elect your Nominating Committee, those people charged with the 
awesome responsibility of searching out officers for next year’s board. 
That way your election of new officers can be held by April, so they 
can attend Convention 2004. You’ll want to check your budget to make 
sure funds have been allocated for this valuable training.  With all the 
great ideas they will get at Convention, the new team can plan right up 
to the end of June, and hit the ground running next fall with a full cal-
endar of activities and volunteers. Leadership’s goal is always to be 
looking a few months ahead in the calendar for better planning.  

 
 Since everyone’s focus these days is on the Nominating 

Committee, be sure to attend this class at the general session of our 
Winter Leadership Conference on February 9th (see registration 
information inside). This evening conference is for every member of 
your board of directors, for your principal, and for any other member of 
your unit that you think MIGHT be future leadership material. One fee 
covers as many members as can attend! What other association offers 
a deal like that?  

 
 I am sure you are planning to join us in Olympia on February 

12th for FOCUS DAY, right? That is the day PTA members from all 
across the state converge on the capitol to talk in person with legisla-
tors about our priorities for the health, education, safety and well being 
of children and youth. Nowhere will you have as great an opportunity 
as this to make your wishes heard, up close and personal. Empower 
yourself and others and join us for this remarkable experience.  

 
 Remember, anytime you have questions my Service Delivery 

Team and I stand ready to assist – do not hesitate to call - the only 
silly question is the one left unanswered! 

 
 Thanks so much for your ongoing commitment to 

children. You are a valuable part of Washington State PTA!
 See you at the school! 

 
 Pam Batterman, Region 7 Director 
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FOCUS DAY IN OLYMPIA IS FEBRUARY 12th – COME JOIN US! 
WHO? ALL members of the WSPTA. ALL parents, students, teachers, school administrators, 

grandparents…together we will speak up for the health, safety, welfare, education and well being 
of our children.  

WHY? To advocate for the 1.5 million children and youth of Washington State. Take our message directly 
to your legislators in Olympia – face to face!! 

HOW? Organize car pools, van pools, or rent a bus! (Region 7 carpools available! We can pair you with 
someone that has previously attended Focus Day, if you want!) 

  Bring a bag lunch. Legislators will be invited to speak to us at lunch. 
  WSPTA staff will prepare packets for your use; maps and talking points will be included. 
  Talk to other WSPTA members and encourage them to attend! 
WHERE? Olympia, WA. Office Building #2, 14th and Jefferson (Dept. of Social 7 Health Services Bldg). 
WHEN? Thursday, February 12, 2004, 9:30am to 3:00pm 
  Contact Mary Kenfield, Govt. Affairs Liaison, at mkenfield@wastatepta.org 
  (800) 562-3804   or (253) 565-2153, or  Pam Batterman 425-337-7615. 

 
Twenty-Seven People Attended Legislative Assembly from Region 7!!!! 

We send out a great big WAY TO GO! to the following participants from Region 7 attending WSPTA Legislative 
Assembly held in Yakima in October, continuing to show our region’s strong support for legislative child advocacy: 

 
       Pam Batterman    WSPTA Region 7 Director    
       Linda Hanson     WSPTA  Leadership Director   
       Mary Ainsworth   Silver Lake  7.3.45   
       Jean Anderson    Penny Creek 7.3.42   
       LynnDee Blair    Henry M Jackson Hi  7.3.95   
       Dennis Burman           Marysville/Pilchuck Hi 7.4.50       
       Rhonda Cole      Sunnyside PTSA 7.4.35    
       Sherri Crenshaw  Marysville Middle PTSA 7.4.45    
       Bill Davis       Mukilteo PTSA 7.5.13 
      Jan Gustavson    Marysville PTA Council 7.4        
       Kris Heidecker   Tenth Street School 7.4.48 
      Amanda Heidecker       Tenth Street School 7.4.48  
       Jessica  Heidecker     Tenth Street School 7.4.48  
       Linda Hoult      Highland PTA 7.6.18      
       Patty Imes       South Whidbey PTA 7.7.15         
       Gretchen Jaeger  Penny Creek PTA 7.3.42   
       Ron Logan       Monroe PTA 7.3.40        
      Karen Madsen     Cascade High PTSA 7.3.80         
       Shelley Marsanyi         Langley Middle PTSA 7.7.40       
       Wendy Ness       Pinewood PTA 7.4.20      
       Bobbie Pennington      Henry M Jackson Hi 7.3.95   
      Sandra Powell    Marysville Jr PTSA 7.4.47       
       Julie Rawlins    Cedarwood PTA 7.3.3     
      Gretchen Stiger  View Ridge PTA 7.3.50    
       Annie Stroklund  Sunnyside PTSA 7.4.35 
      Louise Uriu      Evergreen Middle 7.3.70        
       Michelle Vanderway    Pinewood PTA 7.4.2

Welcome Two New Local Units in Region 7! 
It is truly a pleasure to see our region growing as new schools choose to have their parent groups be a part 
of WSPTA. Sky Valley Education Center is a Parent Co-op K-12 school that supports the home learning 
program in the Monroe School District. Marysville Arts & Technology High School is a small (140 
families) but growing new school in the Marysville School District. Both schools have awesome amounts 
of parent involvement, and dedication to working closely with school administration to provide the best 
possible education environment for their students. WE WELCOME YOU TO REGION 7! 

     Make sure your PTA budget for next year has a line 
item allocating funds to send your voting delegate to this 
two day assembly in October where the legislative 
priorities are set for our Government Affairs Liaison, Mary 
Kenfield, to pound the pavement with back in 
Olympia.  Due to our well-known grassroots legislative 
program, legislators listen with a keen ear to our priorities 
when Mary comes knocking on their door! For more 
information, check out LEGISLATION on the state PTA 
website: www.wastatepta.org. 
 
 
     If you do not have a Legislation Chairperson for 
your local unit, but want more information on 
recruiting one and what the job is, please contact 
Pam Batterman right away! In the meantime, please 
designate one of your board members to pass all 
legislation information on to your members. Have 
that person contact Pam to find out how to receive 
current legislation info. THANKS!  
 
 



WE NEED YOU ON OUR SERVICE DELIVERY TEAM! 
Continuing our efforts to be more accessible to each of our local units, we are currently recruiting 

additional members to our SERVICE DELIVERY TEAM! If you have served at least one year as an elected officer 
on a local unit board, and are thinking about moving up in leadership, please contact Pam Batterman for an 
application. As you know, the team exists to support the local units. They do that by either knowledge in a specific 
subject area (like Louise Uriu, our team Reflections Specialist), or by geographic location (like Madeline Herzog 
and Kathy Chambers from Edmonds Council).  

In addition, it was with great sadness we accepted the resignations of Rachel Thompson, Region 
Legislation Chair (RLC), and Bonnie Kayla, Newsletter Editor from our Service Delivery Team. Their efforts have 
been truly appreciated, and we look forward to serving with them in other areas as they continue to be valuable 
assets to our organization, and wish them all the best. 

 If you are interested in stepping up to the next level in advocacy for all children, please contact Pam for a 
job description for the REGION LEGISLATION CHAIR. The newsletter needs to go out about four times per 
year. It gets copied and bulk mailed from the state PTA office, so this position is for EDITOR only! We are truly 
desperate to find a SECRETARY for the team – this person would serve at each monthly team meeting to take the 
minutes, distribute them by email, and send out reminder notices as needed of upcoming events to all team 
members. Nothing to it! And we are such NICE people; you will LOVE being part of our team!  

Also, we want to locate team members from the outer portions of the region, like Lake Stevens or 
Monroe, or Stanwood. People like to call someone local for assistance, and if you are close by you can respond 
quicker to local unit needs. Training and support will be provided for all team members! If you might be interested, 
contact TODAY as we have a training session scheduled for the evening of January 19th that you wouldn’t 
want to miss! Yes, you CAN do this! 

 

The WSPTA Scholarship Foundation will award individual scholarships to qualified Washington 
State public high school graduates beginning freshman year of post-secondary education in amounts of:     

$2,000 to each grant recipient entering a four year college or university 
$1,000 to each grant recipient entering a community college,  

vocational – technical or other accredited post-secondary school. 
The scholarship application can be downloaded from the WSPTA Scholarship Foundation website: 

http://www.wastatepta.org/sf/scholar_foundation.htm 
Completed applications may be mailed after February 1, 2004 and must be received by March 1, 2004. 
The Scholarship Foundation will give primary consideration to the financial need of each applicant. 

Please contact the WSPTA office at (800) 562-3804 if you have any questions. 

 
Five Cents Makes Sense for Education 

Did you know only about 2.8 cents of every federal dollar is spent on education? Given the fact that about half of this 
amount is spent on post-secondary programs, actual elementary and secondary education funding is less than two cents of 
every federal dollar! Consider also that states are currently facing the worst fiscal crisis in history; state deficits are forcing 
cutbacks in education spending, yet the states are mandated to comply with federally legislated No Child Left Behind 
requirements. Without a significant increase in federal education funding, our children are at risk. National PTA understands 
that federal funds are needed to stimulate the economy, fund national defense and strengthen homeland security, but Congress 
has the responsibility to provide adequate funding for education as well.  
 What can you do about this? We are asking every PTA member to participate in the “Five Cents Makes Sense” 
National PTA campaign by signing postcards to our Congress and the President! You can find the downloadable postcard and 
more information about the campaign at the National PTA website www.pta.org/ptawashington/5cent.asp, or the WSPTA 
website www.wastatepta.org. We encourage all local units and councils to print the postcards and gather signatures at PTA 
events, conferences and community events. Get all your cards to Mary Kenfield, our Government Affairs Liaison, by February 
15th, and she will deliver them in person when she attends the National PTA Legislative Conference in Washington, DC, with 
our WSPTA President, Meg Bushnell, and Carol Pyke, WSPTA Rep. to the National PTA Legislation Committee.  
 Please help ensure that all children have equitable educational opportunities by asking for an increased federal 
investment in education…Five Cents Makes Sense! Excerpted from an article by Carol Pyke in the WSPTA Key 
Communicator, December, 2003, Volume 2, Issue 3.



 
In exchange for each day that you work at convention for three hours, you 
get to attend it for free that day. This is a great way to allow "extra" members 
of your PTA to benefit from all the information that is presented at conven-
tion! Volunteers are allowed to attend classes on a "space available" basis, 
check out the vendors, sit in on the general sessions and enjoy just about 
everything that convention has to offer! And it's at no extra cost to your PTA! 
(Unless of course you decide to stay at the hotel then you are responsible for 
your own room costs.) Anyone can volunteer...parents, grandparents and 
community members! Volunteers must be at least 16 years old.    
 contact: Laura Burress (253) 472-7790  bedotcalm@yahoo.com   

WANTED - People to help distribute flyers for the workshops at the conven-
tion.  It's a great way to 'earn' reduced entry.  Please contact Karolyn Crabtree:  

 email klcrab@hotmail.com phone (360) 398-7102 

Scholarship Foundation 

Support the Washington State PTA Scholarship Foundation! 
 
Councils -- donate baskets to be raffled! 
 
If your council can donate a basket, please contact Jean Carpenter at  
jcarpenter@wastatepta.org.  Your donation of a theme basket -- such as  
gardening, learning, etc. -- will help us raise $4,999 that will mean more  
scholarship money for needy young people wanting to go to college. 
 
Members -- bring your dollars to convention. 
 
Look for the Scholarship Basket area in the foyer of the Doubletree Hotel and 
purchase your basket raffle tickets for only $1 each!  Get a chance to win great 
basket goodies and contribute to scholarships at the same time. Join the fun! 



Region 7 Winter Leadership Conference 
February 9th, 2004 

5:00pm to 9:00pm 
North Middle School 

2514 Rainier Avenue, Everett, WA 
 

Directions to North Middle School: From north or south I-5, take Pacific Ave. exit #193 in Everett. Go 
west on Pacific Avenue. Turn right on Broadway (north). Turn right on 26th(east). School is one block 
east on the left, additional parking lot on the right. Registration / General Session will be in Cafeteria. 
 

A  G  E  N  D  A 
 
5:00pm Registration Opens 
   Dinner Buffet  Pizza, Pop, Salad 
 
5:30pm Q & A Session with Leadership! 

Gather informally in the cafeteria to ask any question you may have about PTA 
governance from the leaders themselves! 

 
6:00pm General Session Starts 
   Introductions, Information Sharing 
 
6:10pm The Nominating Committee 

Presented by Linda Hanson, WSPTA Leadership Director 
   The most important committee in PTA. Learn how to elect a nominating committee, ways to 
encourage nominations, and all the procedures around electing the next officers of your PTA. For Everyone! 
 
6:50pm Class Session One: (choose one) 
   1. The Magic of Conflict – Make conflict work for you – local units and councils 
experience various challenges and struggles due to the passion we all bring to this work. Discuss different methods for 
working through these often emotional issues and learn the value of conflict once it has been resolved. 
   2. Advocacy: Addressing the Needs in Your Community – Discuss ways to organize 
an action plan, how to develop your message and strategic planning to make your voice heard. 
   3. Goals & Budgets & Audits – Oh My! Building a budget based on goals is key to PTA 
success. Learn how to build, develop, and amend budgets, and assess the financial practices your PTA is currently using.  
   4. Healthy Boards – what does it mean to be a member of a responsible and professional 
board of directors? Discuss the dynamics, responsibilities, legal requirements, and best practices for running board 
meetings.  BRING YOUR ENTIRE BOARD TO THIS CLASS! 
 
8:00pm Class Session Two: (choose one) 
   5. Recruiting & Retaining Volunteers – get ideas on how to recruit and retain volunteers, 
build your board, fit volunteers to the right position, train and retain happy people! 
   6. Tips for Talking To Legislators – how do you get your opinions in front of legislators? 
Is there a trick to contacting them? Learn the ins and outs of direct conversation with legislators. 
   7. Goals & Budgets & Audits – Oh My! - see above description. 
   8. Healthy Boards – see above description. 



 
Region 7 Winter Leadership Conference Registration Form 

 
Please list below the members from your PTA unit that will be attending the conference. By pre-
registering, your members are guaranteed a handout from each class they attend, the pizza dinner 
buffet, and resource materials. One registration fee from each local unit pays for everyone, so invite 
your entire board of directors (don’t forget your principal, too!) for this training opportunity! 
 

Pre-registration Cost Per Unit:  $25.00 
 

Cost at Door:     $35.00 
 
Make check payable to WSPTA. Check must have Local Unit Number written on it, and TWO 
signatures. Mail check and this form to: 

Kathy Chambers, 224-160th Street SW, Lynnwood, WA  98037 
 
Make a copy of this form for your records, this is your receipt!  Check #:________Amount:________ 
 
 
 
PTA Local Unit Name_________________________________________ L.U. Number   7.____. ____ 
 
President____________________________________________________Phone__________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________Email__________________ 
 
 
 
Name:      Position:    Class Number: 

Session One Session Two 
EXAMPLE:   Pam Batterman        Region 7 Director            # 2                    # 6 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 




