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“If you believe it, then you will see it.” - When I heard this 
message it really made me stop to think. It is a perspective that we 
often take as parents and advocates for children. We do believe, so 
we can see a better education and lives for all children.  

It was wonderful to see Region 9 so well represented at 
Legislative Assembly. Delegates attended caucuses, participated in 
debate and helped determine state PTA legislative priorities. Our 
voices as child advocates will be even more important as the Legis-
lative Session gets underway. 

Region 9 hosted two PTA and the Law presentations. Over 
130 people attended representing 40 PTAs from around the region. 
The Service Delivery Team is planning to schedule more presenta-
tions as needed. If your unit or some of your officers were unable to 
attend, please let your team representative know.  

Plans are underway for Winter Leadership Training, Satur-
day, February 1, 2003. Look for details and registration information 
to be mailed in early January. 

However you celebrate the Winter Holidays, don’t forget to 
slow down, spend some time with your children, reading a book, 
playing a game, seeing a movie—in other words, relax and enjoy 
just being together.  

Happy Holidays! 

Barb’s Blurb 

Barbara  



Around the Region 
Highline Council will be presenting an evening of "PTA and the Principal" on Thursday, Dec. 

5 from 6:30 until 8:00 at ERAC, 15675 Ambaum Blvd SW in Burien. PTA members and 
school administrators will come together for a dinner meeting to discuss what is happen-
ing within the District, understand what Council does for PTA and to share what is hap-
pening within local units. Special guest speaker will be Highline School District Superin-
tendent Dr. Joseph McGeehan.  

 

Hello, from FWPTSA Council. We have been extremely busy since August. We co-hosted a lunch 
with FWSD for our Principals and President. Then we were honored to host the Region 9 Lead-
ership Training. Lisa Bond was our guest speaker at our September General Membership meet-
ing. We have 2,875 PTA members strong and 21 of our local units made it to the Keystone 
membership awards. Our Reflection's co-chairmen sent out additional information on how to run 
a successful Reflection program. The Reflections program will be on display at SeaTac Mall the 
week of January 12 -15th. Our CRC (clothing bank) chairmen have been swamped with families 
in need of our services. We are at our new site and open every Tuesday from 4 to 6. Plus we 
have a wonderful support team from our local units coming in every week to help sort, hang and 
keep things in order. I am sure 2003 will find us just as busy.  

 
Auburn Council hosted Carol Taylor Cann our Nov. General Meeting, presenting information on anti-

bullying and creating safe learning environments. December brings our 2nd annual “Meet Your 
Legislators” Potluck on the 2nd and on Dec. 7th, “PTA & the Principal Potluck at Rainier Middle 
School. Congratulations to the nine Auburn PTAs who earned the Keystone Membership Award. 

Are We Doing this Right? 
 

One of the easiest tools to check to see if you are following best practices of 

PTA management is to follow the guidelines set for the Standards of Excellence: A 

Foundation for Success. Every PTA can benefit from using these standards as they 

plan and progress through the year. The Application Form for Standards of Excel-

lence can be found in the Awards section of your units WSPTA Leadership Guide. 

The application provides an easy checklist of those activities that signify your PTAs 

good management. Units who follow these practices and submit the application will 

be recognized at the WSPTA Convention next May.  Take a little time to complete 

the application. It’s a wonderful way to show your membership that their organiza-

tion is running smoothly! 



WSPTA's Top PrioritiesWSPTA's Top Priorities  
Over 200 Legislative Assembly delegates met this month to consider, debate, and vote on WSPTA's top 
Legislative priorities for the year. 

Are the following PTA Issues, prioritized at Assembly, your priorities too?   If so join us in making them 
happen! 

1.1.  Protect IProtect I--728 and existing K728 and existing K--12 Funding  12 Funding  (155 votes)(155 votes)  
2.2.  Basic Education Act Basic Education Act   (116 votes)(116 votes)  
3.3.  State Tax Structure  State Tax Structure  (116)(116)  
4.4.  Simple Majority  Simple Majority  (106)(106)  
5.5.  Funding for Prevention and Early Intervention Programs  Funding for Prevention and Early Intervention Programs  (95)(95)  
6.6.  Flexible Compensation Packages for Quality Educators  Flexible Compensation Packages for Quality Educators  (93)(93)  
7.7.  Common School Funding System  Common School Funding System  (41)(41)  
8.8.  Safe and Healthy Schools  Safe and Healthy Schools  (40)(40)  
9.9.  Full Funding PerformanceFull Funding Performance--Based Schools Based Schools (40)(40)  
10.10.  Children with Developmental Disabilities  Children with Developmental Disabilities  (34)(34) 

 
For more information  è  http://home.attbi.com/~r9leghttp://home.attbi.com/~r9leg  

As they voted, delegates were mindful of the State’s current budget situation.    (Many estimate that expenditures 
will exceed projected revenue by over $2 billion!)    For the second straight year, delegates were faced with voting for 
what could be realistically accomplished, rather than voting for programs, such as providing for children with 
developmental disabilities, whose needs are fully recognized, but for which funding is just not available. 
 
Senator Lisa Brown, Senate Ways and Means Committee chair, gave our Keynote Address on Friday, thanking 
PTA for maintaining a big picture view and not being narrowly focused on a single issue.    She also warned 
against accepting simple explanations for the cause of the budget shortfall.   (No one thing is responsible for the 
situation). 

RR--5151  

With the R-51's failure, Washington State education is under tremendous pressure.   The 2:1 ration of citizens 
voting against R-51 means that legislators will probably hesitate to raise any taxes in the coming year.   But our 
highways are badly clogged.   With 50,000 new drivers every year, they will only get worse.   People will demand 
some additional investment in transportation.   Without any new sources of revenue, the state's General Fund will 
be called on for funds to build new roads and replace our roads and bridges that are wearing out.   K-12 is around 
45% of the General Fund.   K-12 plus Higher Education are around 60% of the General Fund.   We have a $2 to 
$2.5 Billion deficit that by law must be closed.   Plus the inevitable pressure to fund transportation projects from 
the General Fund. 

??  Our job is cut out for us!Our job is cut out for us!  

Would you like to help?   Email R9Leg@attbi.com.   There are many ways, large and small, that together we can 
make a difference.   Together, we can help protect education and help protect programs for children and youth 
from the pressures they will face this coming Biennium.  

Pat Montgomery, Region 9 Legislation Chair 
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Auburn open    

Federal Way Novella Fraser 253-529-0458 venicka@yahoo.com 

Federal Way Tami Gamba 253-859-1448 gambat5@attbi.com 

Highline Debbie Thoma 206-241-6150 dpthoma@worldnet.att.net 
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Renton Cathie Braun 425-228-3791 cfbraun@attbi.com 

Region 9 Service Delivery Team 


