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Director’s Message

I hope that all is well during the busy holiday
season. We have tried to be deliberate at our home to
leave plenty of down-time in our schedule so we can
enjoy the holiday season and not feel overwhelmed. |
hope that all of you are finding the time to do the same
thing. It is always nice to enjoy the winter holiday
season with family and friends knowing that there will
be time in January to re-engage with the activities and
projects your PTA wants to tackle in the last half of the
PTA year.

First, you may want to be aware of the issues
and debates happening in the state legislature in
January and February. Due to the state budget crisis
and transportation issues there may be an impact on
education and social services funding. In the case that
there may be cuts to education and social services
funding your local unit members may want to let their
voice be heard in Olympia. | have utilized the
Legislative Hotline(1-800-562-6000) in the past and |
have found it to be a quick way for me to communicate
my feelings on issues important to my
family/community and me.

Secondly, your local unit will want to ensure
that during January a nominating committee is actively
seeking one or more candidates for each of your
elective officers in your unit and council. A small blurb
on the second page gives some pointers and | will be
making the rounds at Council Meetings to share some
tips on how to form a nominating committee and how
that committee can fulfill its many duties.

Finally, in February, the WSPTA, Washington
Mutual, and the Partnership for Learning have joined
together to offer Parent to Parent seminars regarding
educational standards and how they effect your child,
yourself and your school. The presentations will occur
at local communities throughout the state with
background materials and publications to help you help
your child succeed. Presentations can be 60 to 90
minutes long and you can inquire about the
presentations by calling the WSPTA office or e-mail
jcarpenter@wastatepta.org or myself at

ptaregl @wastatepta.org.

Laura Bay — Region 1 Director
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News From Around the Reqgion

Bremerton Council
everychild.onevoice

This has become a very
exciting year in PTA for
Bremertonians. On Septemer 30 we
had Anita Archer come and speak to
parents on improving their child’s
reading skills. Anita Archer is a
nationally known trainer of teachers.

Our commons was filled to
capacity and the gym was packed
with kids. We are very pleased that
S0 many parents, teachers and high
school students volunteered to help.
Everyone had dinner and every child
left with a book to read at home.
Kitsap Community Federal Credit
Union, Washington Mutual,
Bremerton School District, Boeing
for Kids, and WalMart all partnered
with us for this event and their
support was terrific.

Special thanks to Julie
Wasserburger, Vice President of
Bremerton Council for coming up
with the idea, reaching out to get the
support, and bringing this event to
fruition. You’re the best!

Membership is turned in and
Reflections are under way. We
welcomed everyone in the
administration building back to
school with a luncheon that was
much appreciated.

Upcoming Events:

Nov. 18: PTA & the Law —
Bremerton High Library— 6 p.m.
Dec. 9: PTA & the Principal -
Admin. Bldg. Board Room -4 to
5:30 p.m. — All units bring food.
Dec. 9: Reflections turn ins— Admin.
Bldg. Curriculum Library — 6:30-8
p.m.

Jan. 24: Reflections Reception at
MVMS - 6-9 p.m.

Liz Bomengen — President
Bremerton Council

Central Kitsap Council
“Bee-lieving in everychild.onevoice”

We are Pt
currently wrapping up
our Family Portraits
fundraiser with the
Picture People at
Kitsap Mall. To date
it has been successful and the funds
allow us to plan our Reflections
Program & Reception and the
upcoming Founder’s Day Banquet.
Bob Bentley has been keeping us
informed of legislative issues
concerning children and what our
units can do to spread the word. We
also have applied for an Applegate
Grant to provide free CPR training
for PTA members and families. If
approved, we will plan for the event
to take place in the spring.

We are proud to say our
membership in CK is up by 180
members compared with last year’s
October reporting date. Our units
continue to stress the value of
membership. | have seen some
amagzing bulletin boards in our
schools. Inevitably there is a parent, a
staff member or students looking at
the names posted or reading over their
school’s PTA activities.
Communication is so important in
keeping your families and staff
informed of current happenings!

Lastly, at our Dec. 2 Council
Meeting, we will be conducting an
ornament exchange for those who
wish to participate. We have also
asked for donations of cold medicines
for adults and children. All donations
will be given to the Alive Shelter to
help families living there.

Stay safe and enjoy your
families and friends.

Marilyn Jones — President (Queen Bee)
Central Kitsap Council

Nominating Committee
“Start early for next year!”

The new year is
nearly upon us which
means it is time to establish
a Nominating Committee
that will be actively seeking
one or more candidates for
each of your elective
officers in your unit and
council.

M Nominating Committee
members should be:
@ Wise
@ Tactful
@ Circumspect
And they should have:
@ A broad knowledge of
the membership.

M The committee’s major
role is to nominate the best
qualified candidate(s) for
each office.

M A nominating committee
should not be searching for
“one good body that will
do” but for the best
qualified nominee who will
serve the unit and promote
the goals of PTA.

V1 Please remember that
within your nominating
committee, discussions are
strictly confidential, and no
information, including the
reasons for accepting or
rejecting a
recommendation, should
ever leave the meeting or
committee.

M Look for Laura Bay’s
Nominating Committee
Road Show at the January
Council meetings or call
(360) 373-7640 to request a
personal visit.
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Region 1 Legislative Update

2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION ISA CROSSROADS
By Bob Bentley, Region 1 Legislative Chair

Area education leaders have held a series of meetings under the banner
“Joining Hands At The Crossroads.” Leadership from a dozen school
districts from Gig Harbor to Forks have been meeting to discuss common
concerns and see if acommon approach to the legislature can be devel oped.
These meetings included superintendents, presidents of teachers and
classified unions, school board members and of coursethe PTA. The
messages are still being developed but it is clear that we are at a crossroads
when it comes to education issues. Areavoters strongly support education
as evidenced by the passage of levy and bond issues, passage of 1-728
(School Improvement Funds) and 1-732 (COLA’s for K-12 Employees.)
With adivided legislature facing a $2.5 hillion deficit, thiswill be along and
difficult session. Y our help by contacting your legislatorswill be crucial.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

We had avery successful Legislative Assembly in October. Almost 200
delegates discussed issues and devel oped the legislative priorities for the
2003 session as follows:

Protect 1-728 and existing K-12 Funding (155 votes)
Basic Education Act (116 votes)

State Tax Structure (116 votes)

Simple Majority (106 votes)

a b w DN P

Funding for Prevention and Early Intervention Programs
(95 votes)

6. Flexible Compensation Packages for Quality Educators
(93 votes)

. Common School Funding System (41 votes)
8. Safe and Healthy Schools (40 votes)
9. Full Funding Performance-Based Schools (40 votes)
10. Children with Developmental Disabilities (40 votes)

More information on all of these issues plus moreis availableif you go to
the Washington State PTA website at: www.wastatepta.org, then click
Legislation.

NEW LEGISLATIVE MATERIALS

At Legislative Assembly the Legislative Committee also unveiled two
important new documents. A brand new L egislative Chair Handbook has
been developed. Thisisespecially important for new legislative chairs, but
it contains valuable information for anyone interested in legislative activities.
The Committee also rolled out anew Primer on Advocacy which explains
how to advocate for children. Both documents are available on the
Washington State PTA website. If you areinterested in having a class on
Advocacy, please let me know. These classes can range from 10 to 30
minutes, or longer for the really hard core advocates. Just et me know how
long you would like me to speak.

BE INVOLVED

More than ever before, it isimportant for you to be involved. Remember to
contact your legislators through the hotline at 1-800-562-6000. If you have
guestions, comments, or concerns, feel free to contact me viaemail at:
Bob.Bentley@usi.biz or by phone at 360.698.1264.

Standards of Excellence
“A Foundation of Success”

Has the craziness that goes with PTA
settled down a bit now that things have sort of
gotten into a routine? Or is it still a matter of
winging it as you go along? Either way, it
would be a great time to find the leadership
packet and drag out the Standards of
Excellence Form. It can truly be a road map
for the rest of the school year — just a little
guide to get back on the right track and to
help you see where your PTA wants to go.

Now, that you have the form out—
start to fill it out and check those things that
you have accomplished. Already you are half
way to finishing this form. Now mark a day in
your planner to look at the form again to
check your map. The sign of a good leader is
the ability to ask for directions along the way.

Since the form is almost done, please
take the time to finish it and actually submit it
to Gena Wales at 2012 Enetai Beach Road,
Bremerton, WA 98310, by April 1, 2003. If
you have any questions contact Gena at (360)
373-4785 or E20121889@cs.com.

Honor Unit

Oh, and now that you are looking at the
awards — check out the Honor Unit
Application — it has been streamlined and if
you have the information for the Standards of
Excellence you might be on the road to Honor
Unit. These go to Gena Wales also.

Outstanding Local Unit of the Year
One final note on unit awards — the path to
Outstanding Local Unit of the Year has
broadened. All units that apply for Honor
Unit status will automatically be nominated,
HOWEVER - this year, PTA leaders can
nominate any unit that they feel is deserving
of the award. The nominated units will be
asked to answer a specific set of questions as
well as fill out a Standards of Excellence
Form (you already have that almost done!).
Nominate a Deserving Unit!
Think about this process as you listen during
unit sharing at your council meetings. There
are some awesome units in Region 1 who do
not toot their own horns — so this is our
chance to recognize them at the State level.
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WSPTA will be mailing a recommendation
form for State PTA Region One Director to each
local unit. Our current Director, Laura Bay, has
done a fabulous job these past two years. We all
deeply appreciate the time and energy she has
devoted to our region. During her tenure she
completed her teaching certification and began
working full time. She is indeed a special person.
Thanks Laura! Upon receiving the recommendation
form, please take a few minutes to review the job
description and requirements. Then simply mail in
your recommendation to the address provided. The
committee thanks you in advance for your support.

Marilyn Jones— Nominating Committee Chair
692-5749 or e-mail mjones100@charter.net
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“”‘15.'.3“;.“\ LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
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J{% “ The Region 1 portion of this newsletter

is a collaborative effort of many minds and a myriad
of emails and even some efdshioned phone calls at
times.

The State/Region format is new this year ang
improvements ae being implemented with each
issue. A constant for now is that the Region is
allocated four pages to fill with news from the
Number 1 Region. Currently my main contributors
are members of the Service Delivery Team, but | am
open to information from anyPTA in the region.

| would be happy to share a success story or
even share something that went awry ifvitould help
another PTA to avoid a pitfall. This newsletter is a
communication tool that should be made available tq
all PTAs. | seldom have too ntuinformation for an
issue and even if | receive what may seem excess, |
the master of font size and can fit just about anything

Send info to me in any of the following ways:

— via district or media mail c/o CKJH
— via e-mail: kitbob@charter.net
— via regular snail mail:
10525 Sirocco Circle NW
Silverdale, WA 98383
' Call me at 692-4502.

Kitty Campagna-Editor

Calendar of Events
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NOVEMBER 2002

Nov. 18 — PTA & the Law — Bremerton High
Library —6 p.m.

Nov. 23 — CKPTSA Council Winter Bazaar —
Ridgetop Jr. High—-9a.m. -4 p.m.

Nov. 26 — North Kitsap Council Mtg.-6 p.m.
Late Nov./Early Dec. - Council Reflections
Deadlines should be in late November or
early December to allow time to judge and
get the chosen entries ready to be
forwarded to State.

DECEMBER 2002
Dec. 2 - Resolutions recommendations
due
Dec. 2 — CKPTSA Council Meeting — Jenne
Wright Admin. Bldg. — 7 p.m.
Dec. 9 — PTA & the Principal — Bremerton
Admin. Bldg. — 4-5:30 p.m.
Dec. 9 — Bremerton Reflections Turn in —
Admin. Bldg. Curric. Lib. — 6:30-8 p.m.
Dec. 13 — Recommendations due for
Washington State PTA officers to be
elected at the 2003 convention.

JANUARY 2003
January — Elect nominating committee &
actively seek officers for next year.
Mid to Late Jan. — Establish an Audit
Committee for the mid-year audit.
Jan. 6 — CKPTSA Council Meeting — Jenne
Wright Admin. Bldg. — 7 p.m.
Jan. 13 — Bremerton Council Meeting
Jan. 24 - Bremerton Reflections Reception
— Mountain View MS — 6-9 p.m.
Jan. 25 — Membership Service Fees due
Jan. 27 — Central Kitsap Reflections
Reception — Olympic HS
Jan. 28 — North Kitsap Council Mtg.-6 p.m.

FEBRUARY 2003
Feb. 3 — Reflections Entries to State PTA
Chairperson.
Feb. 21 — Bremerton Council Founder’s
Day Celebration
Feb. 28 — Central Kitsap Council
Founder’s Day Celebration (tentative)









