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Join us for leadership training and 
to build your local unit leadership 

team for the upcoming year! 

“I loved it! I 
can’t wait to 
come back 
next year!”  
— Convention 
delegate 

Save the Date: April 30-May 2, 2010 
WSPTA Convention 

Doubletree Hotel, SeaTac 

“We were treated to 
a wide variety of PTA 
opportunities!”  
— Convention delegate 

“Nonstop information was 
flowing and absorbed!”  
— Convention delegate 

“We will review the 
information we 
gathered to uplift 
our PTA”  
— Convention delegate 

Statement Against Adoption of 
Proposed Issue:  
provided by the Legislation Committee

The views expressed in this statement do not 
necessarily represent those of the legislation committee, 
but are provided as alternative viewpoints, to help you 
evaluate this issue.

Additional support to highly capable programs must 
be considered within the context of the total education 
funding picture.  ESHB 2261, passed during the 2009 
Legislative Session, asks the Quality Education Council 
to prioritize needs in order to phase in new funding for-
mulas and a new program of education by 2018.  At the 
same time the current economic recession is causing the 
legislature to make substantial cuts to current programs.  
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ISSUE 5: Music and Arts Education

Issue Statement
Washington State PTA shall initiate and/or support legislation or policies that ensure that every child in Washington 
State has access to music and other arts as part of a balanced education addressing the whole child and preparing 
them for the critical thinking necessary for success in the work force, to include, but not be limited to:

1. comprehensive, sequential music education taught by qualified instructors, recognizing music as the basis for 
providing all students with substantive education in the arts;

2. programs in music and the other arts that include rigorous instruction, progress monitoring, meaningful assess-
ment, and accountability to school officials, parents, and the community.

Issue Submitted by
Janis Traven

Explanation Statement: 
This issue introduces the idea that all districts should be 
required to provide students with a comprehensive and 
sequential music program K-12.  As students are allowed 
to take electives, they would have the option of following 
the entire music program and/or taking other electives.  The 
intent is to provide sequential instruction in one of the arts.  
The second bullet adds the ideas that other courses will be 
offered beyond music and that all arts courses should be 
rigorous and meaningful.   

Staff Analysis: 
This is a new issue for PTA.  To our knowledge, this is-
sue has not been discussed in the legislature or amongst 
education advocates.  Connections would need to be made 
and education provided to build a coalition in support of this 
proposal. 

The current focus of the state has been to develop K-12 
arts standards and Grade Level Expectations (GLEs).  The 
standards have been around for many years.  Grade level 
expectations are being piloted right now and are due to be 
released by OSPI next January.  The GLEs do not include 
this comprehensive idea with regard to one of the arts.  
The guidelines will describe what students should be able 
to do, by grade level, when they have completed courses 
in dance, music, theatre and visual arts.  Proposed GLE 
documents are available on the OSPI website now for your 
review.  Staff consulted with an arts administrator at OSPI 
as to whether or not it would make sense to offer a com-
plete sequential program in music.  The answer was that if 
we were to choose an art for a sequential program, music 
would make the most logical choice, because districts 
already offer more programming in music than they do in 
other arts.  

Statement for Adoption of Proposed   
Issue: 
provided by issue submitter(s)

A study in the Arts Education Partnership’s Critical Links  
(http://aep-arts.org/files/publications/CriticalLinks.pdf  pp. 
142-147) helps confirm the relationship between music 
study and performance on standardized mathematics 
tests. The analysis adds substance to the widely publi-
cized correlation between music and SAT scores. The 
study also provides additional support for the hypothesis 
that the increases in mathematics scores are not simply 
correlational, but are due to the music instruction. A meta-
analysis of six experimental studies revealed a causal re-
lationship between music and mathematics performance.

In addition, music develops skills needed by the 21st 
century workforce:
- critical thinking, creative problem solving, effective com-

munication, team work, and more
-  Keeps students engaged in school and less likely to 

drop out
- Improves the atmosphere for learning
- Helps students achieve in other academic subjects like 

math, science and reading
- Helps communities share ideas and values among cul-

tures and generations

Is a disciplined human endeavor with intrinsic value to 
society

Statement Against Adoption of Proposed 
Issue:  
provided by the Legislation Committee

The views expressed in this statement do not necessarily 
represent those of the legislation committee, 
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leadership 
resouces

ad
 Suggested standing rules 
 Email communications resources 
 Online enrollment instructions 
 and much more... 

 

WSPTA Leadership Resources Available Online 
I n the "Members Only" section of the Washington State PTA website you will find resources available exclusively to 
PTA members. This page contains PTA & the Law Resources, Leadership Packet materials, Money Matters, and a variety 
of resources for PTA officers and members. To access the members only site, your log-on is PTAmember and pass-
word is leader. Please email support@wastatepta.org or call the State PTA office at 1-800-562-3804. 
  
Some of the items that can be downloaded: 
  2009-2010 Leadership Packet 
  WSPTA Uniform Bylaws 
  Award forms  
  IRS filing instructions 
    
 
 
 

but are provided as alternative viewpoints, to help you 
evaluate this issue.

Requiring districts to offer comprehensive music education 
in schools could force them to shift resources from core 
academic subject areas or from other popular electives.  
Additional funding may also be necessary for instructional 
staff, classroom space and equipment.  Any new mandate 
such as this would need to be subject to adequate funding 
by the state.  

ESHB 2261, passed during the 2009 Legislative Session 
asks the Quality Education Council to prioritize needs 
in order to phase in new funding formulas and a new 
program of education by 2018.  At the same time the 
current economic recession is causing the Legislature to 
make substantial cuts to current programs.  During these 
tough economic times, when cuts are being made to 
established programs, it is premature to ask for funding 
for new initiatives.
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ISSUE 6: Weighted GPA

Issue Statement
Washington State PTA shall initiate and/or support legislation or policies that replaces 
WAC 392-415-050, which defines an unweighted GPA (grade point average), with a new law defining a weighted 
GPA.  The current 4.0 GPA would continue for the standard high school curriculum, while introducing a weighted 
scale for all Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), dual credit and honors (H) classes.  
For all AP, IB and dual credit classes: 
A=5.0, B=4.0, C=3.0, D=2.0,E/F=0
For honors classes:
A=4.5, B-3.5, C=2.5, D=1.5
For standard high school classes:
A=4.0, B=3.0, C=2.0, D=1.0, E/F =0

Issue Submitted by
Susan Wynne, (primary)
Karin Duval

Explanation Statement: 
Currently Washington Administrative Code requires 
that school districts use a five point grade scale for all 
classes.  A=4.0, B=3.0, C=2.0, D=1.0, E/F=0
This proposal would alter the scale for some students by 
increasing grades by one half point for those students 
participating in honors classes, or a full point for those in 
AP, IB or dual credit classes.  The intent is to recognize 
course difficulty in the grade scale.  By giving additional 
weight to more advanced classes in the grade scale, 
class rank is also impacted.   

Staff Analysis: 
This is the first time that this issue has been brought to 
our attention.  We have not heard it discussed amongst 
our education partners or in the legislature, so we really 
do not know whether other stakeholders would support, 
oppose or be silent about this proposal.  Support for 
this proposal can be found in Resolution 18.22, which 
speaks to the need to advocate for children with special 
needs.  

The current grade point scale is described in an adminis-
trative rule governed by the Office of the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction (OSPI).  If this passes, we would 
lobby OSPI, which is the decision-making entity which 
would address any proposed changes to this rule.  
.  

Statement for Adoption of Proposed   
Issue: 
provided by issue submitter(s)

The current grading system affects the decisions made 
by our high school students as well as the opportuni-
ties that they receive upon graduation.  The rigor of the 
curriculum available to our high school students has 
gradually increased through the years, while the grading 
system has not kept pace.  The top universities in this 
country expect students to take the most rigorous cur-
riculum that their high school offers, while also selecting 
students who primarily rank in the top ten percent of their 
high school classes.

According to WA state administrative code, all the high 
schools must use an unweighted GPA however; WA 
administrative code does not specify how class rank is to 
be calculated.  Thus, some WA state high schools have 
switched to a system of weighted class rank, while most 
have not.

From the unweighted GPA flows the problem of the 
unweighted class rank.  An unweighted class rank fails 
to properly represent the academic achievement of the 
students.  Class rank is one of the academic indica-
tors reported on college and scholarship applications 
and appears to be a significant factor in the admissions 
process.

To resolve these problems, Two Thirds of the high 
schools in the United States have already switched to a 
weighted GPA and class rank.  Please help change our 
grading system to properly encourage and support our 
students! 



2009 Legislative Issues Guide18

Statement Against Adoption of 
Proposed Issue:  
provided by the Legislation Committee

The views expressed in this statement do not 
necessarily represent those of the legislation committee, 
but are provided as alternative viewpoints, to help you 
evaluate this issue.

Alternative:  The current rule was put in place in an at-

tempt to standardize grading across the state; prior to 
its adoption 25 years ago, students who had performed 
similarly in school could have substantially different 
grade point averages because their schools used dif-
ferent scales.  Further, this proposal only affects the 
students in each district who take or consider taking AP 
or honors classes.  Individual schools and districts can 
address the concerns underlying this issue by computing 
class standings using a formula that gives higher values 
to those classes

Be on the Front Line of Child Advocacy

Sign Up For WSPTA Communication Tools
The WSPTA is the largest grassroots child advocacy organization in 

Washington State. We strongly encourage and request your participation in
 the valuable advocacy work the WSPTA does to enhance the lives of children.

Sign up for one or more of our Legislative Listserv’s and get  connect 
with your WSPTA colleagues and the latest legislative news.

http://www.wastatepta.org/advocacy/
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2008-09 Legislative Principles
Budget and Revenue

The WSPTA shall identify and initiate education and action on public policy affecting tax policies 
that are fair, equitable, and provide stable, adequate revenues for public education and for programs 
that benefit children and youth:  oppose the expansion of gambling; support the passage of state budget 
bills containing adequate levels of funding for child-related programs; oppose tax credits for elementary and 
secondary school tuition; and oppose budget policies, deficit reduction efforts, and other legislative proposals 
that negatively impact funding for child-related programs.

Parent and Family Involvement
The WSPTA shall identify and initiate education and action on public policy that increases parent 
and family involvement based on the PTA’s National Standards for Parent/Family Involvement by 
advocating for and promoting parent involvement provisions in state legislation affecting children and 
youth: pre- and in-service training opportunities on Parent/Family Involvement for school personnel; employee 
release time for parent and community involvement; and outreach to all communities to increase awareness of 
the importance of parent/family involvement at every level of public policy.

Public Education Policies and Funding
The WSPTA shall identify and initiate education and action on public policy that will strengthen 
public education for our state’s children and youth: alternative programs for all schools; K-12 class sizes 
aligned with best practices research findings; continued support for education reform efforts; re-defining basic 
education; reducing the achievement gap; promotion of early childhood education programs; alignment of 
P-12 and higher education requirements; restructure of education funding in Washington State; reduction of 
high school dropout rates; levy and bond election reform; increased state-match funding for school facilities 
construction and renovation; ample transportation funding; and equitable levy lids, school staff salaries, and 
levy equalization.

Health and Well-being of Children and Youth
The WSPTA shall identify and initiate education and action on public policy that protect and promote 
the health and welfare of children and youth: increased access to health care for children and youth; 
mental health parity; promotion of children’s oral health; effective prevention and intervention programs; 
comprehensive medically accurate sexual health programs; school nutrition and physical fitness; services for 
homeless youth and children in foster care; comprehensive juvenile justice programs that focus on prevention, 
treatment and rehabilitation; and improvements in safety for students with life-threatening health conditions.

Safe and Nurturing Environments for Children and Youth
The WSPTA shall identify and initiate education and action on public policy that provides safe and 
supportive settings and climates for children and youth: anti-bullying and anti-harassment; multi-cultural 
education; student and parent education regarding internet safety; media education; traffic and pedestrian 
safety; substance abuse prevention; and safe and healthy schools which reduce environmental hazards; 
consistent, age-appropriate, unstructured play opportunities.
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Proposed Amendment to Legislative Principles
Section 3 – Public Education Policies and Funding

The WSPTA shall identify and initiate education and action on public policy that will strengthen public 
education for our state’s children and youth: alternative programs for all schools; K-12 class sizes aligned 
with best practices research findings; continued support for education reform efforts; re-defining basic 
education; reducing the achievement gap; promotion of early childhood education programs; alignment 
of P-12 and higher education requirements; restructure of education funding in Washington State; reduc-
tion of high school dropout rates; levy and bond election reform; increased state-match funding for school 
facilities construction and renovation; ample transportation funding; and equitable levy and local effort 
assistance (LEA) funding per student; and equitable lids, school staff salaries., and levy equalization.

Submitted by
Barbara Billinghurst

Explanatory Statement: 
This proposal adds to our thinking about an equi-
table levy and levy equalization system by introduc-
ing the idea that a new system could be developed 
using a more rational basis than what is used 
today.  Currently, districts calculate their maximum 
levy authority by multiplying their maximum levy 
percentage by the combination of federal funding 
and state funding from the previous year. The result 
of this calculation is the most that they can request 
from their communities for the next levy cycle.  
Variations in state funding, local funding, and levy 
authority lids, which are not necessarily based on 
student learning needs, have led to dissatisfaction 
which this formula.  

Instead, this proposal suggests that levy author-
ity could be calculated based on a per student 
amount which could be more rationally deter-
mined.  This amount could be adjusted to account 
for certain factors that impact both schools and 
districts.  These factors would need to be carefully 
researched and agreed upon, but could include 
student population factors and geographical cost 
differences.  

Levy equalization assistance (LEA) would also fo-
cus on achieving a per student funding level.  LEA 
could also be adjusted based on agreed upon fac-
tors.  The goal is that the new program would better 
target and assist those districts that have lower 
property tax bases.  

Increasing both the clarity and transparency of our 
funding system is also one of the major goals of 
this proposal.   

Staff Analysis: 
Proposals addressing levy lids and levy equaliza-
tion assistance levels prompted heated debate 
during this past legislative session.  The problem 
with the proposals was that they tinkered with a 
flawed system, rather offering a complete overhaul.  
Proposals that would have clearly favored some 
districts at the expense of others, did not make it 
through the legislative process.  

The education reform legislation passed last ses-
sion, ESHB 2261, does call for a work group to de-
velop options for a new system.  Part of the charge 
of this work group is to assure that no district 
suffers a decrease in overall funding due to imple-
mentation of new system.  This work will begin in 
July of 2010, with a report due to the legislature 
by December 1, 2011.  As this date approaches, it 
is important for us to start thinking about what we 
want the new system to look like so that we can 
participate in this conversation.  
  
Statement for Adoption of Proposed  Issue: 
provided by issue submitter(s)

The levy and LEA system is long overdue for re-
form. Complex, vulnerable to variability in annual 
state funding, and opaque to the voters, this system 
is mired in both technical and anecdotal contro-
versy which distracts from State efforts to properly 
fund basic education.
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Local levies have been and will continue to be 
an essential component of the state’s funding for 
schools.   Research shows local participation/
funding can be an important catalyst for advancing 
public education. 

Under the proposed system, the state would set the 
same base level of levy funding per student for all 
districts.  This base would then be clearly indexed 
(adjusted up or down) according to the student 
needs (economic status, special needs) and geo-
graphic cost differences for each district.  A district 
would be allowed to levy local tax dollars up to its 
adjusted base level per student.

Similarly, LEA aid would focus on a targeted fund-
ing level per student, also indexed according to 
student needs and geographic profile.   LEA aid 
would ensure that property-poor districts achieve 
their targeted funding level if the districts apply an 
average levy tax rate.   LEA aid would be prorated 
if the district’s local tax effort is less than average.  
Both levies and LEA would adhere to the same 
principles – accountability, rationality, transparency 
and focus on the end result – as will the Model 
Schools system. 

Using the same base level of funding to deter-
mine districts local levy limits adjusted for districts’ 
student needs and geographical cost differences 
is fairer than using levy lid percentages that vary 
irrationally across districts.

Statement Against Adoption of Proposed Issue:  
provided by the Legislation Committee

The views expressed in this statement do not 
necessarily represent those of the legislation 
committee, but are provided as alternative 
viewpoints, to help you evaluate this issue.

The Legislative Committee has recognized the 
need to completely redo the Legislative Principles 
document, due to internal inconsistencies; some 
principle statements are very broad, while others 
are much more prescriptive.  This proposal would 
push this principle statement towards the prescrip-
tive end of the spectrum.  Until the Legislative Com-
mittee decides what it wants to do to improve this 
document, new proposals only add to the problem.  


