Washington State PTA Sets 2007-2008 Legislative Priorities.
The mission of the PTA is three-fold; to support and speak on behalf of children and youth in the schools, in the community and before governmental bodies and other organizations that make decisions affecting children; to assist parents in developing the skills they need to raise and protect their children; and to encourage parent and public involvement in the public schools of this nation. 

In support of our mission, delegates from throughout the state come together each year at the WSPTA Legislative Assembly.  Through a process of discussion, caucus, debate, and voting, delegates create a legislative platform for the coming year.  The platform includes priority issues that will receive PTA’s lobbying focus.  On October 5th, nearly 300 delegate members came together for an exciting and fun filled two days in SeaTac where they developed the WSPTA legislative platform and established our priorities. 

For 2007-2008, WSPTA’s top five priority issues are:

 

1. K-12 Education Funding

2. Mathematics and Science Education

3. Quality Teaching

4. Student Support Services (Counselors, Librarians, and Nurses)

5. Special Education Funding
Learn more about the WSPTA legislative platform by visiting the WSPTA website at:  www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm
Developing a prioritized platform is just one step in our advocacy process.  Now, PTA members begin the work of talking with legislators and public policy makers to bring about positive changes.  Success depends directly on the involvement and effort of our members.  PTA needs your help.  Legislators need to hear from their constituents (YOU).  In addition, local officials must have input from parents if children are to have a voice when important decisions affecting them are made. 
Mark you calendars now and plan to attend PTA Legislative Focus Day in Olympia on Wednesday, February 13, 2008.  Join PTA members from throughout the state and meet with your legislators to talk about our priorities.   Members are also encouraged to keep up to date with the latest legislative happenings by visiting the WSPTA website’s legislation page and signing up for PTA e-mail Action Alerts.
Contact your local unit Legislation Chair or President for more information!

