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Welcome to the 1* edition of the Grassroots Connection for the 2008 Legislative
Session! Each Grassroots connection provides you with a brief recap of last week’s
events and a preview of the next week. As a reminder, Washington State PTA’s top 5
legislative priorities are:

K-12 Education Funding
Math and Science Education
Quality Teaching

Student Support Services
Special Education Funding
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We will also provide you with updates on some of the other bills that relate to our short
term platform, long term platform or association resolutions.

This week in Olympia

Legislative action was focused on discussing priorities and filing bills. The 2008
Legislature is a supplemental budget year, so the session is only 60 days long. The
Legislature is on a fast-track, as the “cut-offs” or deadlines are February 8 for policy
committees and February 12 for budget committees. (See complete cut-off calendar at
the end of this report.) Both the House Appropriations Committee and the Senate Ways
and Means had hearings on the Governor’s budget. PTA gave testimony regarding our
priorities at the Appropriations committee meeting. We gave similar testimony to the
House Education Committee meeting on Wed. At both these meetings we stressed the
importance of the work of the Basic Education Finance task force and the obligation that
all of us have to make sure that they complete this task. My testimony will go on the
website next week under education funding, along with the testimony other members
have given to the task force.

K-12 Education Funding — Big News!

PTA has been asked to participate in the technical work group which will assist the
Basic Education Finance Task Force. Thank you to all members who have stressed the
importance of this work to task force members and who assisted in bringing about this
development. We are hopeful that this work group will significantly impact the ability of
the task force to accomplish its goals.



Barbara Billinghurst has agreed to represent us to this group. Thank you once again
Barbara for the volunteer service that you give to PTA. We will continue to closely
monitor the work of this group. Their next public meeting is March 24.

School Recess - PTA also provided testimony on a recess bill SB 6042, requiring a
recess period for elementary students, and is collecting more information in order to
respond to questions about this bill from the committee.

World Languages and Arts Education — Two bills from last session, HB 2500,
Providing for arts education funding through a state level grant program and HB 2523,
creating the position of world language supervisor at OSPI, were supported by PTA.

Next Week in Olympia — Watch for action alerts related to some of these issues!

K-12 Education Funding — PTA will testify regarding the 2008 supplemental budget as
an invited education stakeholder panelist on Thurs. at the Senate Ways and Means
Committee hearing at 1:30. We will also continue to speak to our # 1 priority issue
when we are discussing education-related bills. Agenda is below. We are not on it
yet...but will be.

Ways & Means - 01/24/08 1:30 pm

Full Committee
‘:T\r W Senate Hearing Rm 4

J.A. Cherberg Building

Olympia, WA

Work Session:
1. K-12 finance update:
a. Bryon Moore, Ways and Means staff.
2. Paul Allen Brain Institute presentation:
a. Elaine Jones, Chief Operating Officer.

Math and Science — PTA has been asked to testify on Thursday to the House
Education Committee as part of an invited stakeholder panel regarding the revision of
the math standards and the proposed new math credit. WSPTA President, Laura Bay
will provide this testimony. The hearing time and agenda are below.

Education - 01/24/08 8:00 am

Full Committee

House Hearing Rm B
John L. O'Brien Building
Olympia, WA

Work Session: Mathematics.
1. Update on Mathematics Standards: State Board of Education and Office of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction.
Update on Recommended Mathematics Curriculum.
Status of High School Mathematics Requirements.
Stakeholder Comments: Standards, Curriculum, Graduation Requirement
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Student Support Services — There will be a hearing for several bills of interest on
Wed. in the Senate. Two bills have been dropped one in the Senate and one in the
House regarding our Student Support Services issue (SB 6380 below) WSPTA is in the
process of evaluating these bills. The agenda for Wednesday is below.

Early Learning & K-12 Education* - 01/23/08 8:00 am

Full Committee
‘:T\r W Senate Hearing Rm 1

J.A. Cherberg Building

Olympia, WA

REVISED 1/17/2008 3:34 PM

Public Hearing:
1. SB 6454 - Creating programs to improve educational outcomes for students in foster care.
2. SB 6453 - Clarifying the timeline for release of education records to the department of
social and health services.
SB 6377 - Regarding secondary career and technical education.
SB 6380 - Enhancing school library programs.
SB 6549 - Creating the sustainable environment culminating project grant program.
SB 6376 - Regarding the basic education funding allocation for certificated instructional
staff.
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WASL — Monday is WASL day in the Senate. PTA will testify with regard to our de-link
position on this issue. We are remaining neutral on these bills at this time.

Early Learning & K-12 Education* - 01/21/08 1:30 pm

Full Committee
‘:T\r W Senate Hearing Rm 1

J.A. Cherberg Building

Olympia, WA

REVISED 1/17/2008 5:03 PM

Work Session: Update from the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction on the
alternative assessments to the Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL).

Public Hearing:

1. SB 6503 - Approving the segmented mathematics assessment as an alternative
assessment.

2. SB 6494 - Creating multiple measures to meet high school graduation requirements.

3. SB 6540 - Delaying requiring the reading and writing content areas of the WASL for high
school graduation.

4. SB 6257 - Requiring aggregate reporting of results of the Washington assessment of
student learning.

5. Creating extended learning opportunities (Z-1005.1).

Child Nutrition — On Thursday HB 2798 will have a public hearing. This bill does

several things, but most significantly it would create a farm-to-school program within the
department of agriculture to facilitate the ability of schools to purchase local farm
products. Current regulations often get in the way of this practice.



Agriculture & Natural Resources - 01/24/08 10:00 am

Full Committee

House Hearing Rm B
John L. O'Brien Building
Olympia, WA

Public Hearing:
1. HB 2568 - Modifying provisions relating to the dairy products commission.
2. HB 2617 - Addressing membership on the apple commission.
3. HB 2798 - Enacting the local farms-healthy kids and communities act.
4. HB 2429 - Establishing a work group to study the roadside application of pesticides.

If you have any questions about WSPTA'’s advocacy efforts, please contact Kim
Howard, Legislative Advocacy Coordinator or your local Region Legislation Chair
(RLC). RLCs are listed on the State PTA website www.wastatepta.org on your region
homepage.

2008 Session Cutoff Calendar

January 14, | First Day of Session

2008

February 8, | Last day to read in committee reports in house of origin, except House

2008 fiscal committees and Senate Ways & Means and Transportation
committees.

February Last day to read in committee reports from House fiscal committees and

12, 2008 Senate Ways & Means and Transportation committees in house of origin.

February Last day to consider bills in house of origin (5 p.m.).

19, 2008

February Last day to read in committee reports from opposite house, except House

29, 2008 fiscal committees and Senate Ways & Means and Transportation
committees.

March 3, Last day to read in opposite house committee reports from House fiscal

2008 committees and Senate Ways & Means and Transportation committees.

March 7, Last day to consider opposite house bills (5 p.m.) (except initiatives and

2008 alternatives to initiatives, budgets and matters necessary to implement

budgets, differences between the houses, and matters incident to the
interim and closing of the session).*

March 13, Last day allowed for regular session under state constitution.
2008

* After the 54th day, only initiatives, alternatives to initiatives, budgets and matters
necessary to implement budgets, messages pertaining to amendments, differences
between the houses, and matters incident to the interim and closing of the session may be
considered.

The Governor has 5 days, excluding Sundays, to take action on any bill passed by the



Legislature, provided adjournment does not occur within those 5 days, in which case the
Governor has 20 days to take action, excluding Sundays.



