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[image: image1.wmf]On Wednesday, February 13, hundreds of PTA members from throughout Washington State traveled to our state capitol in Olympia to visit with their elected legislators.   In addition, many other members who were not able to travel to Olympia sent email messages and telephoned legislators using the legislative hotline to emphasize the importance of our WSPTA legislative priorities and to seek action on issues that affect the children of Washington State.

The 2008 Focus Day event included an address from Governor Christine Gregoire, reports from legislators, a presentation from the Washington State Ombudsman, and personal meetings with legislators.  

Governor Gregoire thanked PTA members for all the work they do on behalf of children and encouraged them to continue speaking in Olympia and working with legislators.    Representative Skip Priest talked with members about the work of the Basic Education Finance task force and highlighted the need to work together for the future of Education.   Other BEF task force members participated in a question and answer session.   The Washington State Office of the Education Ombudsman provided a presentation about its’ mission and the services they provide to families.

PTA also hosted a lunchtime reception with lawmakers in the capitol building were members could enjoy a little conversation and cuisine with legislators.  This exciting day also exposed members to new experiences as well.  Instead of traditional meetings held in an office, many members were able to pull their legislators off the floor during this busy session and hold direct meetings in the halls of the capitol.

If you missed Focus Day, you can still contact your legislators by telephone or email.  The Washington State PTA provides an easy to use tool that can help you find and email your legislators.  It’s available online at:  http://capwiz.com/npta2/wa/home/
Find out more about the WSPTA legislative platform and our advocacy on behalf of the children of Washington State at www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm.  Members can also sign up for PTA’s electronic newsletter The Grassroots Connection and receive timely Action Alerts about legislation pending in Olympia.
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On Wednesday, February 13, hundreds of PTA members from throughout Washington State traveled to our state capitol in Olympia to visit with their elected legislators.   In addition, many other members who were not able to travel to Olympia sent email messages and telephoned legislators using the legislative hotline to emphasize the importance of our WSPTA legislative priorities and to seek action on issues that affect the children of Washington State.

The 2008 Focus Day event included an address from Governor Christine Gregoire, reports from legislators, a presentation from the Washington State Office of the Education Ombudsman, and personal meetings with legislators.  

Governor Gregoire thanked PTA members for all the work they do on behalf of children and encouraged them to continue speaking in Olympia and working with legislators.     Our members really make this event and PTA’s advocacy efforts happen, so we’d like to ask for your continued support and immediate action.
Help seal the deal by taking a few minutes to send a follow up message to your legislators.  Take advantage of the legislative hotline 800-562-6000 or use WSPTA’s online capwiz tool http://capwiz.com/npta2/wa/home/
Don’t forget to get your local district legislators in front of your members and parents at the next PTA General Membership meeting.  In this election year, legislators will be anxious to speak to this important group of constituents.  The current legislative session ends March 14, which means that they’ll be coming home in time for our Spring PTA meetings.  Start planning today to get a legislator on your meeting agenda.
Make sure that your local unit website and newsletters contain information about the WSPTA legislative platform, our child advocacy work, and WSPTA online resources.  Contact our Region Legislation Chair (insert RLC name and contact information here) if you need assistance, have any questions, or want to use your voice to help advocate for our children.
Find out more about the WSPTA legislative platform and our advocacy on behalf of the children of Washington State at www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm
